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For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 
Just ONE comes forth as BRIGHTNESS, and her Saviour be lighted as a Lamp.—Isaias Lxu, 1. 
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Observance of Octave 


Most Rev. Joseph Schrembs, Archbishop of Cleve- 


land: “It was a pleasure to receive your kind letter. 
I am sure I need not tell you that I will urge its ob- 
servance on my priests, religious and faithful people 
this year as in all other years. 

“The world conditions today seem to point to a 
larger observance and greater results than ever. It 
takes a world catastrophe to bring us to our senses and 
to make us realize that in God alone can we find true 
happiness. Common prayer multiplied millions of 


sending and also for the leaflets and books published 
for the purpose of encouraging a wider and more fruit- 
ful interest in the Octave.” 

Most Rev. Richard ]. Cushing, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Boston: “TI will do everything I can to encourage the 
coming Church Unity Octave. It is a magnificent op- 
portunity for encouraging missionary work so greatly 
needed now and so all important in the future. 

“May the good Lord bless your efforts in His Own 
inimitable way.” 


times is bound to bring 
us unity and blessing.” 

Most Rev. Thomas F. 
Molloy, Bishop of 
Brooklyn: ‘Permit me 
to acknowledge receipt 
of your esteemed favor 
of December 15th in 
which you very con- 
siderately draw to my 
attention the coming 
Church Unity Octave. 

“You may be assured 
that the Diocese of 
Brooklyn will be readily 
disposed to offer the full- 
est measure of prayerful 
interest and cooperation 
for the realization of the 
sacred purpose ‘That al! 
may be one’ in Christ. 

“Wishing you and 
your associates the full- 
est measure of blessing 
and success in your holy 
and most useful spiritual 
aspirations and activ- 
ities.” 

Most Rev. John M. Mc- 
Namara, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Baltimore: “I 
have received your letter 
in regard to the Church 
Unity Octave and shall 
do all that I can with a 
view to its success. Let 
me thank you for the 
posters which you are 








The Church Unity Octave 


observed from the 
Feast of St. Peter’s Chair at Rome, January 18th 
to the 
Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, January 25th 
* 
Form of Prayer Decreed by Pope Benedict XV. 
TO BE RECITED DAILY DURING THE OCTAVE 


Antiphon. That they all may be One, as Thou, 
Father, in Me and I in Thee; that they also may be one 
in Us; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent 
Me.—St. John xvii: 21. 

V. I say unto thee thou art Peter; 

R. And upon this Rock I will build My Church. 


Prayer 


© Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst unto Thine Apostles: 
Peace I leave with you, My Peace I give unto you; regard 
not our sins, but the faith of Thy Church, and grant 
unto her that peace and unity which are agreeable to 
Thy will. Who livest and reignest God forever and 
ever, world without end. Amen. 


The Daily Intentions 


Jan. 18. Feast of St. Peter’s Chair at Rome. The re- 
turn of all the “other sheep” to the one Fold of Saint 
Peter, the One Shepherd 

Jan. 19. The return of all Oriental Separatists to 
Communion with the Apostolic See. 

Jan. 20. The submission of Anglicans to the author- 
ity of the Vicar of Christ. 

Jan. 21. That the Lutherans and all other Protes- 
tants of Continental Europe may find their way “Back 
to Holy Church.” 

Jan. 22. That Christians in America may become one 
in communion with the Chair of Saint Peter. 


Jan. 23. The return to the Sacraments of lapsed 
Catholics. 

Jan. 24. The conversion of the Jews. 

Jan. 25. Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. The 
Missionary Conquest of the World for Christ. 











Most Rev. Thomas J. 
Toolen, Bishop of Mo- 
bile: “I received your 
letter of December 15th, 
in regard to the Church 
Unity Octave and I 
heartily approve of it. 

“Most of the parishes 
in our Diocese carry this 
Unity Octave, and, as 
you say, it is particularly 
needed this year and I 
will encourage all the 
priests to have it in their 
parishes.” 

Most Rev. Aloysius J]. 
Muench, Bishop of 
Fargo: “You will be 
pleased to know that we 
have already sent out 
word to our pastors re- 
questing them to ob- 
serve the Church Unity 
Octave. A great field of 
conversions lies before 
us in the Diocese of 
Fargo. For this reason 
we saw fit to mention the 
Church Unity Octave in 
our Synodal Book. It is 
a pleasure to send you a 
copy under separate 
cover. 

“Kindly keep our 
apostolate for the con- 
version of those not yet 
in the fold of Christ in 
your prayers.” 
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for many centuries as the liturgical commemora- 

tion of the supremacy of the Roman See, again 
draws near, the whole Christian world is making plans 
for the observance of the Church Unity Octave. The 
history of the Octave is well enough known among 
Catholics today, and its observance is quite general. 
What we are striving to gain by supplicating Almighty 


A S the Feast of Saint Peter’s Chair at Rome, kept 


By Reverend Dunstan Donovan, S.A. 


ing the wandering sheep to the Fold prepared for them, 
one too that is not often apprehended by even the most 
sincere soul who prays for Unity, and may easily be 
considered the root of all the others. It was succinctly 
expounded by Pope Pius XI in his Encyclical, Ori- 
entalium Rerum. Speaking of his predecessors in 
the Chair of Peter he stated: ““They knew well that the 
cause of many evils in the past, and especially of the 


God with all earnestness 
and fervor during these 
eight days of prayer is the 
grace of conversion to the 
One true Faith, taught by 
Our Lord to His Apostles 
and by them spread 
throughout the heathen 
world, of all mankind. 
The Catholic Church pre- 
serves that Faith whole 
and entire, and it is into 
her communion that we 
seek to draw the millions 
of human souls now sepa- 
rated from it. 


For those who have 
been keeping the Octave 
for many years the ques- 
tion often arises — what 
should we do for the at- 
tainment of the shining 
goal of Unity besides 
pray? The simplest 
answer might well be— 
pray more earnestly and 
get others to pray for this 
same glorious intention. 
But behind this question 
there may lie another 
more vital one—how can 
we make our prayers more 
fruitful in results? We 
would like to see the visi- 








Cardinal “Newman’s Prayer 
for Christian Unity 


“O Lord Jesus Christ, who when Thou wast about 
to suffer didst pray for Thy disciples to the end of 
time that they might all be one, as Thou art in the 
Father and the Father in Thee, look down in pity 
on the manifold divisions among those who profess 
Thy faith and heal the many wounds which the pride 
of man and the craft of Satan have inflicted on Thy 
people. 

“Break down the walls of separation which divide 
one party and denomination of Christians from 
another. Look with compassion on the souls who 
have been born in one or other of these communions, 
which not Thou, but man, hath made. 

“Set free the prisoners from these unauthorized 
forms of worship, and bring them all to the one com- 
munion which Thou didst set up at the beginning— 
the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

“Teach all men that the See of Peter, the Holy 
Church of Rome is the foundation, centre, and instru- 
ment of Unity. Open their hearts to the long forgot- 
ten truth that the Holy Father, the Pope, is Thy 
Vicar and Representative; and that in obeying him 
in matters of religion they are obeying Thee, so that 
as there is but one company in heaven above, so 
likewise there may be one communion, confessing 
and glorifying Thy holy Name, here below.” 








deplorable dissension 
which has detached from 
the roots of unity many 
churches once so flourish- 
ing, has resulted princi- 
pally and almost fatally 
from mutual ignorance 
and contempt, and the 
prejudices which followed 
on a long division among 
souls.” 


Coming as they do from 
a Pope, these charges that 
ignorance, contempt and 
prejudice on the part of 
Catholics are largely 
responsible for the mair- 
tenance of the gulf that 
exists between Rome and 
the separated Churches of 
the East, cannot be taken 
lightly. All of us, glory- 
ing as we do in the name 
of Catholic, must search 
our souls to see if we 
should rightly be included 
among the guilty. Do we 
look upon separated East- 
ern Christians as Protes- 
tants? Do we'know any- 
thing about their devo- 
tional life? Have we ever 
prayed seriously for the 
dispositions required for 


ble effect of our prayers. And this not because of any 
lack of faith, but because of our yearning desire to see 
the Will of Christ fulfilled in our own day. 

To answer this question requires more than an ordi- 
nary knowledge of the problems that beset Christian 
peoples in their attempts to achieve the gift of Unity. 
Of these, one to a greater or lesser degree has always 
existed, besetting the Church in her mission of recall- 


us to become truly charitable and humble in our ap- 
proach to these separated brethren of ours? What 
should we do to overcome our coldness and indiffer- 
ence towards that great body of souls, differing from 
us but little in faith, who—through no fault of their 
own—now wander apart from the sheepfold of Christ? 

Our late Holy Father himself gives us the answer. 
“No remedy,” he says in the same Encyclical, ‘‘can be 
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supplied until these impediments are removed.” He 
was fully conscious that discussions similar to those that 
took place at Lyons and Florence of old can never get 
under way unless Catholics are imbued once and for 
all with true Christian charity towards their separated 
brethren. During these days of the Church Unity 
Octave all have an opportunity of advancing in this 
necessary charity by praying for a better understand- 
ing between ourselves and our separated brethren, as 
well as for their conversion. Let us utilize that op- 
portunity to its fullest degree. 


Certainly many of us would be startled to know how 
close the beliefs of the Orthodox Christians are to our 
own. A great Catholic Archbishop, one who has had 
ample opportunity of suffering for Christ not only at 
the hands of pagan and schismatic antagonists, but 
even from his fellow Catholics, reminds us that: “It 
is certain that the Faith of the dissident Orthodox is 
in its essence the Catholic faith as apprehended previ- 
ous to the Eastern schism. The difference of the 
present day is therefore not great or essential, for the 
Faith of the first seven Councils is simply that which 
has developed into the Catholic Faith of today.”* But 
no matter how close that underlying Faith may be, no 
progress towards Reunion can be made if Catholics 
as a body know not, or care not, for the spiritual wel- 
fare of their Oriental brethren. 

If we would be in full agreement with the desires 
of our Holy Father, to whom we profess such great 
loyalty, we should heed the words of Pope Pius XI 
and unite in the firm resolution that “we cannot neglect 
in any way all that could help to bring about that most 
desirable reunion of such a remarkable portion of the 
flock of Jesus Christ to His true Church.”* We have 
no right to pray for something we do not desire. 
“Faith without works,” says St. James, “is dead.” We 
will show the intensity of our purpose in praying for 
Christian Unity by becoming better acquainted with 
the deep faith and zealous devotion of those closest 
to us in belief. 

As to Anglicans, should we have any particular dis- 
positions in mind when we pray for their submission 
to the authority of the Vicar of Christ, the direct suc- 
cessor of the Prince of the Apostles? We know, vaguely 
perhaps, that there exist wide variations in belief 
among Anglicans, as witnessed by contemporary state- 
ments of Anglican authorities in this country in regard 
to the suggested rapprochement of their Church and 
one indubitably Protestant in nature. But we ought to 
know as well that, whatever the differences among 
themselves, Anglicans believe as they do believe in 
good faith. That a good many of them look upon 
themselves as Catholics should not offend us; rather 
it should quicken our fervor in praying that some day 
they be given the grace to see that there is a divinely 


* Most Rev. Count Andrew S 
Commonweal, October 8, 1930. 
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appointed Center of Catholic Unity, to which all Catho- 
lics must look for guidance and direction. 

It is well to remember that when the Church Unity 
Octave was inaugurated in 1908, its founder, Father 
Paul James Francis, was still an Anglican. The Gray- 
moor Community, until then Anglican in adherence, was 
corporately received into the Catholic Church in Octo- 
ber of the following year, but had in the meantime 
publicized the Church Unity Octave message to many 
groups of Catholic-minded Anglicans both here and in 
England. At the present time we know from reliable 
authority that over a thousand clergymen of the Church 
of England are observing the Octave in its original 
form, praying with us that all Anglicans may receive 
the grace to submit themselves fully to the authority 
of the Holy Father. No less than forty groups of 
Anglican religious—zealous souls who are emulating 
the noble example of Catholic saints by sacrificing the 
comforts of this world for the glory of God—have 
promised to pray for union with Rome during the eight 
days of prayer so soon to begin. 

Have we the right to question the motives of those 
who, though cut off from the fold, are seeking for a 
way to come back to it? This grace they ask not for 
themselves only, but for all who are included in the 
church to which they belong. It may be very easy for 
us to wonder why they do not as individuals take the 
one step that will bring them into the One Fold, but 
let us be careful how we present such a query. We 
who have been born into the Faith, or have arrived 
at a lucid understanding of it after careful study, 
should rightly treasure our gift, but should not forget 
that God is the bestower of that gift. He will give it 
sooner or later to all who will respond to the prompt- 
ings of His Sacred Heart, and in the way that He 
knows best. We must be careful to avoid offending 
or insulting those who are hopeful that not only they 
but their loved ones may one day receive that price- 
less treasure, lest they begin to doubt the existence 
of true charity among Catholics. The very fact that 
they are so zealous in prayer should serve as an incen- 
tive to us to pray more earnestly for them. 

We might do well to think more often during the 
coming observance of the Church Unity Octave of the 
more noble aspects of the faith retained by Protestants 
rather than on the multiplicity of their differences from 
us. True it is that their faith lacks the splendid 
harmony so evident in Catholic belief, and we do not 
wonder at it, for we realize that only one form of 
Christianity can be absolutely in conformity with the 
Divine Plan of Our Saviour, and we rejoice that we 
know what that only form must be. But we have no 
reason for antagonizing those outside the Fold of 
Peter, who hold on to the rudiments of faith, by charg- 
ing them with stubborn resistance to the Truth. Their 
ancestry, educational and social backgrounds make it 
difficult for them to contemplate the Catholic pattern 


clearly. We would do well if, in all our relationships, 
with them, we bore witness to the truth of the Catholic! 
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Faith by acting always in accordance with its teach- 
ings. Actions, we would find, will speak louder than 
words. More hearts will be touched by charity than 
by controversy. 

Some years ago, Father Victor White, O.P., writing 
in Blackfriars,* noted English Catholic review, gave 
notice to the following conclusions he had made after 
careful attention to problems connected with Christian 
Unity: “It is the paradox of Catholicism, due to its 
very Catholicity, the more contacts it finds with those 
outside, the more it tends to assimilate them into itself. 
Not by a policy of give-and-take, of compromise, of 
refusal to face facts, pleasant or unpleasant, is the way 
to true Unity to be found; but contrariwise by a fuller 
realization of the implications and applications of 
Catholic dogma and the more intense living of the full 
richness of the Catholic life.” We need not, and must 
not, gloss over the great truths of our faith—such as 
the Real Presence, Devotion to Mary, the Sacra- 
mentality of Marriage—that may sound strange to 
Protestant ears. We do harm to ourselves, our neigh- 
bors and the welfare of the Church by such well-mean- 
ing but sadly erroneous methods. We can do so much 
good by presenting the Catholic position in all its full- 
ness, even if we do not stir up enthusiasm, when we 
are talking to Protestants. But to accomplish this we 
must apply ourselves to the task of preparing to present 
defense of Catholic dogmas and practices by reading 
on and studying the glorious tenets and devotions of 
our Faith. Non-Catholics then could no longer offer 
the criticism that Catholics know so little of the great 
heritage that is theirs. The very presentation of our 
principles in mixed groups would be welcomed, 
provided that we did not lose sight of courtesy and 
sincerity—so necessary in religious discussion. 

More recently, at the Oxford University observance 
of the Church Unity Octave held last January, Fr. H. 
F, Davis, of St. Mary’s College, Oscott, reminded us 
that evangelical Protestants are not devoid of truly 
Catholic devotional practices, as so many of us are 
inclined to think. “Methodism,” he said, “can boast 
of a history of real, deep devotion to Christ, whether 
in His life and death in Palestine or in His sacra- 
mental life on our altars. This devotion rests on sound 
Christian doctrine.’”’” Were we more cognizant of this 
important fact, we would be more inclined to build 
up the whole edifice of Christian doctrine in the hearts 
of non-Catholics with whom we are associated rather 
than to tear down what there is of it by our criticisms. 
What we need in this relationship with other Chris- 
tians is more charity. We can achieve much of it 
through sympathy and understanding. With Fr. Davis 
we can then say, with all sincerity, that for our sepa- 
tated brothers “we feel that full Catholicism alone will 
satisfy their thirsting souls!” And we can pray also, 
that the barriers which keep them apart from us will 


* July, 1934. 
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some day disappear, that they may make with us One 
Flock, under One and the same Shepherd, the Pope 
of Rome, the only claimant to the universal obedience 
of the hearts of the human race. 

And what of the Jews? They must be very near 
the Heart of Christ, Who was one of them in the flesh, 
And, while His own received Him not, they remain 
still His own. “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would 
I have gathered thy children together as a hen gathers 
her young under her wings, and thou wouldst not!” 
(Matt. 23, 37). ‘Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” (Luke 23, 34). These two utter- 
ances of the Incarnate Son of God should certainly 
silence any smouldering vestiges of anti-Semitism that 
might linger in a misdirected Christian heart. We have 
every good reason to pray for the conversion of that 
great race to which the heroes of old—Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Moses and David belonged, and into which Our 
Lord, Our Lady, Saint Joseph and the whole twelve 
Apostles were born. For them God has still a special 
love, as Saint Paul tells us. In his Epistle to the 
Romans the Apostle tells us that one day “all Israel 
should be saved.” (Rom. 11, 26). We can hasten the 
approach of that day by the manifestation to the Israel- 
ites of a special kind of love towards them, the kinsmen 
of the Holy Family. We need not be ashamed of the 
title Pope Pius XI claimed for us only a few short 
years ago, as we are truly Semites in a spiritual sense, 
inheritors of the promise made by God to Abraham. 
And if we are Semites spiritually we cannot be anti- 
Semites in the activities of our daily lives. 

The rest of the world—Mohammedans, Buddhists, 
Hindus, pagan idolators—these too must claim our af- 
fection if we would pray for their conversion. They 
are far removed from us in space, but their souls are 
as precious as our own in the sight of God. To pray 
wholesomely for their conversion during the Church 
Unity Octave, we must be animated by love and mis- 
sionary zeal, else our prayers will be in vain. We do 
not ask God to bring these people into the Catholic 
Church that the Church may glory—only that their 
souls will be saved and that God’s saving Will be ful- 
filled. ‘That they may be one in Us, that the world 
may believe that Thou hast sent Me.” (John 17, 21). 

Let us approach the Church Unity Octave of 1943 
with humble and contrite hearts, mindful of our past 
failings in respect to the great Christian virtue of 
charity. Let us resolve to pray wholeheartedly for the 
fulfillment of the prayer of Christ: “That all be one.” 
But let our prayers be deep this year, augmented by 
the firm will to manifest at all times our desire for the 
salvation of others in the fullness of the teaching of 
Christ. Then only will we begin to see more abundant 
fruits of the Church Unity Octave, made resplendent 
by mutual feelings of love and assistance that should 
be characteristic of Christians. “By this shall all men 
know that you are My disciples, that you have love 
for one another.” (John 13, 35). 


The Christmas Message 
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HE Church would be 
‘i untrue to herself, would 

cease to be a mother, if 
she turned deaf ears to her chil- 
dren’s anguished cries that reach 
her from every class of the 
human family. 

She does not intend to take 
sides for either of the particular 
forms in which several peoples 
or states try to solve the gigantic 
problem of domestic order or 
international collaborations, as 
long as these forms conform to 
the law of God. 

But on the other hand, as the 
pillar and ground of Truth and 
guardian by the will of God of 
the mandate of Christ, and of 
the natural and _ supernatural 
order, the Church cannot re- 
nounce her rights to proclaim to 
her sons and the whole world 
the unchanging basic laws, sav- 
ing them from every perversion 


Pius 


Pope 


XII, 


operative 


by nations and 








in his Christmas 
Message broadcast to the world on 
December 24th, called for the co- 
efforts 
nations to bring about a lasting peace 
from the holocaust of war, and a re- 
turn to the fundamental laws of God 
individuals. 
highlights of the Holy Father’s mes- 


sage to humanity are given here. 


upon the vistas of good and 
supernatural benefit which it | 
opens up, and to unite and col- 
laborate toward the renewal of 
society in spirit and truth,... 
that the Star of Bethlehem may 
shine out again over the whole 
of mankind in all its brilliant 
splendor and reassuring consola- | 
tion as a pledge and augury of a 
better, more fruitful and happier 
future. It is true that the road 
from night to full day will be 
long; but of decisive importance 
are the first steps on the path 
because the first five milestones 
bear chiseled the following 


maxims: 
of the various 
1. Dignity AND RIGHTS OF THE 


HuMAN PERSON. 


He who would have the Star 
of Peace shine out and stand 
guard over society should co- 
operate for his part in giving 


The 








or frustration, corruption, false 
interpretation and error. 

In our last Christmas message, we expounded the 
principles which Christian thought suggest, for the 
establishment of an international order of friendly 
relations and collaborations such as to conform to the 
demands of God’s law. Today we shall, with the 
consent, we feel, and the interested attention of all 
upright men, pause to consider very carefully and with 
especial impartiality, the fundamental laws of the 
internal order of States and peoples. 


Five Points FOR ORDER AND PACIFICATION OF SOCIETY. 


We turn from the crib of the Prince of Peace, con- 
fident that His grace is diffused in all hearts, to you, 
beloved children, who recognize and adore in Christ 
your Saviour; we turn to all those who are united with 
us, at least by the bond of faith in God; we turn finally, 
to all those who would be free of doubt and error, and 
who desire light and guidance; and we exhort you with 
suppliant, paternal insistence not only to realize fully 
the dreadful gravity of this hour, but also to meditate 


back to the human person the 
dignity given to it by God from 
the very beginning; he should oppose the excessive 
herding of men, as if they were a mass without a soul; 
their economic, social, political, intellectual and rnoral 
inconsistency; their dearth of solid principles and 
strong convictions, their surfeit of instinctive sensible 
excitement and their fickleness. 

He should favor, by every lawful means, in every 
sphere of life, social institutions in which a full per- 
sonal responsibility is assured and guaranteed both in 
the earthly and the eternal order of things. 

He should uphold respect for and the practical | 
realization of the following fundamental personal 
rights: The right to maintain and develop one’s | 


corporal, intellectual and moral life and especially the 
right to religious formation and education; the right | 
to the worship of God in private and public and to 
carry on religious works of charity; the right and} 
principle to carry and to achieve the aim of married | 
life, the right to conjugal and domestic society; the 
tight to work as the indispensable means toward the | 
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maintenance of family life; the right to free choice of 
a state of life, and hence, too, of a priesthood or reli- 
gious life; the right to the use of material goods, in 
keeping with his duties and social limitations. 


2. DEFENSE OF SociAL UNITY AND ESPECIALLY OF 
THE FAMILy. 


He who would have the Star of Peace shine out and 
stand guard over society should reject every form of 
materialism which sees in the people only a herd ot 
individuals who, divided and without any internal 
cohesion, are considered as a mass to be lorded over 
and treated arbitrarily; he should strive to understand 
society as an intrinsic unity, which has grown up and 
matured under the guidance of Providence, a unity 
which, within the bounds assigned to it and according 
to its own peculiar gifts, tends, with the collaboration 
of the various classes and professions, toward the 
eternal and ever new aims of culture and religion. 

He should defend the indissolubility of matrimony; 
he should give to the family, that unique cell of the 
people, space, light and air so that it may attend to 
its mission of perpetuating new life, and of educating 
children in a spirit corresponding to its own true reli- 
gious convictions, and that it may preserve, fortify and 
reconstitute, according to its powers, its proper eco- 
nomic, spiritual, moral and juridic unity. He should 
take care that the material and spiritual advantages of 
the family be shared by the domestic servants; he 
should strive to secure for every family a dwelling 
where a materially and morally healthy family life 
may be seen in all its vigor and worth; he should 
take care that the place of work be not so separated 
from the home as to make the head of the family and 
educator of the children a virtual stranger to his own 
household. He should take care, above all, that the 
bond of trust and mutual help should be reestablished 
between the family and the public school, that bond 
which in other times gave such happy results, but 
which now has been replaced by mistrust where the 
school, influenced and controlled by the spirit of 
materialism, corrupts and destroys what the parents 
have instilled into the minds of the children. 


3. DiGNiTy AND PREROGATIVES OF LABOR. 


He who would have the Star of Peace shine out and 
stand guard over society should give to work the place 
assigned to it by God from the beginning. 

As an indispensable means toward gaining over the 
world that mastery which God wishes, for His glory, 
all work has an inherent dignity and at the same time 
a close connection with the perfection of the person; 
this is the noble dignity and privilege of work, which 
is not in any way cheapened by the fatigue and the 
burden which have to be borne as the effect of original 
sin, in obedience and submission to the will of God. 

Those who are familiar with the great Encyclicals 
of our predecessors and our own previous messages 
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know well that the Church does not hesitate to draw 
the practical conclusions which are derived from the 
moral nobility of work, and to give them all the sup- 
port of her authority. 

These exigencies include, besides a just wage which 
covers the needs of the worker and his family, the 
conservation and perfection of a social order which 
will make possible an assured, even if modest, private 
property for all classes of society, which will promote 
higher education for the children of the working class 
who are especially endowed with intelligence and 
good-will, will promote the care and the practice of 
the social spirit in one’s immediate neighborhood, in 
the district, the province, the people and the nation, a 
spirit which by smoothing over friction arising from 
privilege or class interests, removes from the workers 
the sense of isolation through the assuring expeyience 
of a genuinely human and ffraternally Christian 
solidarity. 

It is only through an intelligent and generous sharing 
of forces between the strong and the weak that it will 
be possible to effect a universal pacification in such 
wise as not to leave behind centers of conflagration and 
infection from which new disasters may come. 

There are evident signs which go to show that in 
the ferment of all the prejudices and feelings of hate, 
those inevitable but lamentable offspring of the war 
psychosis,-there is still aflame in the peoples the con- 
sciousness of their intimate mutual dependence for 
good or for evil, nay, that this consciousness is more 
alive and active. 


4. THE REHABILITATION OF JURIDIC ORDER. 


He who would have the Star of Peace shine out and 
stand guard over social life should collaborate toward 
a complete rehabilitation of the juridical order. The 
juridic sense of today is often altered and overturned 
by the profession and the practice of a positivism and 
a utilitarianism which are subjected and bound to the 
service of determined groups, classes and movements 
whose programs direct and determine the course of 
legislation and the practices of the courts. 

The cure for this situation becomes feasible when 
we awaken again the consciousness of a juridical order 
resting on the supreme dominion of God and safe- 
guarded from all human whims; a consciousness of an 
order which stretches forth its arm in protection or 
punishment over the unforgettable rights of man and 
protects them against the attacks of every human 
power. 

From the juridic order, as willed by God, flows 
man’s inalienable right to juridical security, and by this 
very fact to a definite sphere of rights immune from 
all arbitrary attack. 

The relations of man to man, of the individual to 
society, to authority, to civil duties, the relations of 
society and of authority to the individual should be 
placed on a firm juridic footing and be guarded, when 
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the need arises, by the authority of the courts. 
supposes : 

Firstly: A tribunal and a judge who take their 
directions from a clearly formulated and defined right; 

Secondly: Clear juridical norms which may not be 
overturned by unwarranted appeals to a supposed 
popular sentiment or by merely utilitarian considera- 
tions; and 

Thirdly: The recognition of the principle that even 
the State and the functionaries and organizations de- 
pendent on it are obliged to repair and to withdraw 
measures which are harmful to the liberty, property, 
honor, progress or health of the individuals. 


This 


5. CONCEPTION OF THE STATE ACCORDING TO THE 
CHRISTIAN SPIRIT. 


He who would have the Star of Peace shine out 
and stand guard over human society should cooperate 
toward setting up a State conception and practice 
founded on reasonable discipline, exalted kindness and 
a responsible Christian spirit. He should help to re- 
store the State and its power to the service of human 
society, to the full recognition of the respect due to 
the human person and his efforts to attain his eternal 
destiny. He should apply and devote himself to dis- 
pelling the errors which aim at deviating the State 
and its authority from the path of morality, at sever- 
ing them from the eminently ethical bond which links 
them to individual and social life, and at making them 
deny or in practice ignore their essential dependence 
on the will of the Creator. He should work for the 
recognition and diffusion of the truth which teaches, 
even in matters of this world, that the deepest meaning, 
the ultimate moral basis and the universal validity of 
“reigning” lies in “serving.” 


Wor.tp War A CRUMBLING PROCESS. 


A great part of mankind, and, let us not shirk from 
saying it, not a few who call themselves Christians, 
have to some extent their share in the collective 
responsibility for the growth of error and for the harm 
and the lack of moral fiber in the society of today. 

What is this world war, with all its attendant cir- 
cumstances, whether they be remote or proximate 
causes, its progress and material, legal and moral ef- 
fects—what is it but a crumbling process, not expected, 
perhaps, by the thoughtless, but seen and deprecated 
by those whose gaze penetrated into the realities of a 
social order which, behind a deceptive exterior or the 
mask of conventional shibboleths, hid its mortal weak- 
ness and its unbridled lust for gain and power? 

That which in peacetime lay coiled up, broke loose 
at the outbreak of war in a sad succession of acts at 
variance with the human and Christian sense. 

International agreements to make war less inhuman 
by confining it to the combatants, to regulate the 
procedure of occupation and the imprisonment of the 
conquered, remained in various places a dead letter; 
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and who can see the end of this progressive demoraliza- 
tion of the people; who can wish to watch impotently 
this disastrous progress ? 

Should they not rather, over the ruins of a social 
order which has given such tragic proof of its inepti- 
tude as a factor for the good of the people, gather 
together the hearts of all those who are magnanimous 
and upright in the solemn vow not to rest until in all 
peoples and all nations of the earth a vast legion shall 
be formed of those handfuls of men who, bent on 
bringing back society to its center of gravity, which 
is the law of God, aspire to the service of the human 
person and of his common life ennobled in God? 

Mankind owes that vow to the countless dead who 
lie buried on the field of battle. The sacrifice of their 
life in the fulfillment of their duty is a holocaust of- 
fered for a new and better social order. 

Mankind owes that vow to the innumerable sorrow- 
ing host of mothers, widows and orphans who have 


seen the light, the solace and the support of their lives | 


wrenched from them. 

Mankind owes that vow to those numberless exiles 
whom the hurricane of war has torn from their native 
land and scattered in the land of the stranger, who can 
make their own the lament of the prophet: “Our 
inheritance is turned to aliens: our house to strangers.” 

Mankind owes that vow to the hundreds of thousands 
of persons who, without any fault on their part, some- 
times only because of their nationality or race, have 
been consigned to death or to a slow decline. 

Mankind owes that vow to the many thousands of 
noncombatants, women, children, sick and aged, from 
whom aerial warfare, whose horrors we have from the 
beginning frequently denounced, has, without discrimi- 
nation or through inadequate precautions, taken life, 
goods, health, home, charitable refuge or house of 
prayer. 


Mankind owes that vow to the flood of tears and | 


bitterness, to the accumulation of sorrow and suffer- 
ing, emanating from the murderous ruin of the dread- 
ful conflict, and crying to heaven to send down the 
Holy Spirit to liberate the world from the inundation 
of violence and sorrow. And where could you with 
quieter assurance and trust, and with more efficacious 
faith, place this vow for the renewal of society than 
at the feet of the “Desired of All Nations” who lies 
before us in the crib with all the charm of His sweet 
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humanity as a babe, but also in the dynamic attraction | 


of His incipent mission as Redeemer? 

For it is at His fountains of truth and grace that 
mankind should find the water of life if it is not to 
perish in the desert of this life. “Of His fullness we 
all have received.” His fullness of grace and truth 
flows as freely today as it has for twenty centuries 
on the world. 

It is a fight for the human race that is gravely ill 
and must be healed in the name of conscience enobled 
by Christianity. 
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A Spiritual Resurgence 


By H. C. 


peace. This is not unnatural, for man innately 
longs for peaceful ways. 


Fe in the midst of war, the world thinks of 


As the guns roar and 


| the bombs burst from one end of the world to the other, 


spiritual leaders, statesmen, philosophers, writers, and 
the man in the street try to devise solutions which will 
prevent a recurrence. Some of these solutions sound 
good, others so-so, and the remainder absolutely 
unworkable. The vast majority are political and eco- 
nomic; some few are social. Yet, generally speaking, 
the very best of them leave a definite conviction in 
the minds and hearts of the world’s public that they 
must inevitably fall short of their purpose. That is 
because practically not one of them approaches the 
problem with spiritual solutions. This is not an arbi- 
trary statement, for the spiritual quickening so evident 
in the United States during the past several months 
shows both the people’s spiritual hunger and a deep- 
seated feeling, perhaps subconscious, that God’s plans 
for the world are better than man’s. But whatever the 
cause, people are going to church today who haven't 
been there in years. 

Perhaps this spiritual resurgence won’t mean in the 
end what it promises. During World War I, there was 
a like quickening; but shortly after the Armistice the 
world went off on a paganistic spree the like of which 
is rarely seen. Perhaps today’s quickening will be the 
same: perhaps man, baffled by the utterness of his 
sufferings, turns to the consolation of a higher power 
until his miseries are temporarily mitigated, after 


' which he feels that he can again take over and run 


things under his own steam. Yet, on the other hand, 
perhaps people are changing, due to the sobering ef- 
fects of the past quarter century. Perhaps the struggle, 
the suffering and the disillusionment of World War I, 
followed by the realization of life’s hard realities and 
a first hand experience with the terrible consequences 


_ of materialism which were produced by the long de- 


pression, and now the deep seated conviction concern- 
ing the stark necessity of reconstructing a war-torn 
world upon a safe and sound basis, have created a 
profound desire for a renewal of the Christian spirit. 
Perhaps people, tired to death of materialistic formulas 
which always do nothing more than patch up a bad 
| situation in such a way as to make it more liable to 
' worse disaster, have finally come to see the need of a 
deep appreciation and intensification of our Christian 
heritage—the God-life within us. Let us, in charity 
and hopefulness, assume that these latter reasons are 
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the motivating causes of the upsurge in religious 
interest which is now becoming more and more evident. 

But even great religious upsurges fail of their maxi- 
mum achievement unless the proper conception of reli- 
gion is followed in them. Unfortunately, religion has 
become increasingly secularized because of an errone- 
ous idea that it is altogether a private matter between 
the individual and God. This notion practically elimi- 
nates Christ in His capacity as the Head of the Table 
and when that Christian principle fails of widespread 
adoption, the Christian fellowship of man is little more 
than a byword. Nowhere in His teachings does Christ 
advocate the lone wolf type of Christian. Therefore 
it is no more possible to build a proper Christian 
society upon weak conceptions of Christian obligations 
to God and man than it is to build a skyscraper upon a 
foundation intended for a bungalow. The Catholic 
liturgical movement is aimed at eliminating such false 
notions of man’s obligations by constructively present- 
ing not only proper purposes for man and his worship 
but also the best methods of achieving them. Indeed, 
the movement’s objects are misunderstood by almost 
all non-Catholics and it is surprising how many other- 
wise well informed Catholics fail to grasp its real and 
vital significance. 

To begin with, it is not a passing fad; nor is it some- 
thing hastily set up to cope with the present emergency. 
Many thoughtful people see it as a provident move- 
ment inspired by the Holy Spirit to meet the present 
growing crises developing from widespread paganism 
and also to act as a rapidly increasing bulwark of spirit- 
ual strength available for the momentous problems 
which surely lie ahead. This is not the first liturgical 
movement in the Church’s life. History shows that 
such movements have arisen periodically, roughly, 
every 500 years. Naturally, the first one came during 
the early Apostolic age. St. Paul clearly teaches the 
purposes and reasons for all things liturgical. Then, 
around 500 years later, we come to the times of Pope 
Gregory I and Saint Benedict. The Gregorian chant 
and the Gregorian Sacramentary are clear evidences of 
the liturgical quickening of those days. The next 500 
years bring us the Cluny movement, definitely litur- 
gical, and the reforms of Pope Gregory VII. Another 
like period and we have the Council of Trent, Pope 
Pius V, and the bases for present liturgical texts. 
500 years more brings us to the present period and no 
one can deny the potency of the European liturgical 
movement during the past half century. The beginning 
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of the war found it making tremendous strides. In 
France, it was making great headway in returning that 
country to being a Christian one in fact as well as in 
name. In Germany, Hitler paid it a backhanded 
compliment when he destroyed its centers with a ruth- 
lessness seldom displayed even by him. Recently the 
writer had the privilege of talking to the former prior 
of the Maria Laach Abbey, now a refugee, and learned 
how absolutely beyond all redemption was the Nazi 
destruction of its liturgical art. The treasures of cen- 
turies are now gone forever, 

due to Hitler’s fear of 
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for it is the giving of the mind and will to the service 
of God. Since virtues are increased by the exercise 
of them, liturgical action makes for a strong religion in 
the individual and in the community. An American 
bishop has said: “An intelligent grasp of liturgical 
truth by every Catholic, and a constant devoted ap- 
plication of that truth to actual practice, will go far 
to restore all things to Christ which has been the 
constant aim of the twentieth century Popes. It may 
indeed be our hope that such will contribute to the early 

establishment of Christ’s 

peace among nations and to 





liturgical power when op- 
posed to his own pagan 
creed. Other European 
countries were also feeling 
the strong imprint of this 
movement which gives life 
and energy to every activity 
and organization of the 
Church. 

Although the American 
liturgical movement has 
been growing steadily for 
the past quarter century— 
so much so that a British 
observer claims we have 
made more progress in that 
time than Britain has in the 
past hundred years —the 
war naturally threw the 
main responsibility for its 
active continuance to this 
country. As a result, last 
October saw the holding of 
the Third Annual Liturgical 
Week, a meeting at which 
the majority of the States 
and Canada were repre- 
sented. The writer, being 
present, could both sense 





Bethlehem and Cal vary 


oe 
Oh silent Bethlehem attend and see, 

How gently Mary tends her new-born King: 
Mark with what reverence and ecstasy, 

Her humble virgin heart with joy will sing. 


See with what tenderness, she tucks within, 
Those coverlets, His tiny Hands and Feet, 

Oh, with what loving care she kisses Him, 
And smoothes the pillow for His Head so sweet. 


Oh silent Bethlehem, attend and see, 
Mary’s most precious task is now complete! 


Oh silent Calvary, attend and see, 

How sadly Mary watches Christ, her King, 
Mark with what noble, patient sympathy, 

Her anguished mother heart meets sorrow’s ring. 


Bravely she watches, her sweet face grown pale, 
And suffers other hands to “tuck Him in,” 
His Hands and Feet they “tuck” beneath the nails 
His kiss is gall; a token of man’s sin. 


Oh, silent Calvary, attend and see, 
Man’s most ignoble work is now complete! 


the fuller revelation of His 
Mystical Body in all its 
splendor and perfection.” 
Said another member of 
the Hierarchy: “What does 
liturgy mean? It means 
that we people gather 
solemnly, publicly, socially 
and corporately to worship 
Almighty God and dedicate 
and consecrate our minds, 
hearts, and our fingers to 
God’s service for the rest 





of the day.” 

In other words, the litur- 
gical movement places first 
things first. A too heavy 
percentage of mankind has 
slipped away from the 
proper conception of man’s 
true purpose in life: the 
worship of God and the 
praising of Him in every 
activity of life. Even many 
sincere Christians, ones 
who are constantly engaged 
in Christian activities, 
make the mistake of work-| 
ing for Christ instead of in 


—Winifred Cannon. 








and see a contagious but 
quiet enthusiasm and de- 
termination which may well cause this nation to be- 
come the world’s center of a powerful Catholic life. 
Since most of the previous movements mentioned 
above lasted approximately a hundred years, the 
present one, on that basis, has another half century 
to go. So, if present progress is any indication of the 
future, it is due to become a most decisive factor in 
the future status of humanity. 


What, then, is the real significance of this move- 
ment? Is it merely to stimulate interest in chant as 
chant or to cause a revived interest in liturgical arts? 
Is it to elevate the meaning of vesture and ceremony 
simply because they are vesture and eeremony? No, 
it is a million times more than that. St. Thomas says 
that liturgical action is a part of the virtue of religion, 


Christ. According to the 

New Testament, God 
placed a supernatural society over man’s natural one, 
a supernatural society in which Christians as mem- 
bers of the mystic Christ are members of another. 
It is only through this supernatural society that 
mankind can achieve that concord, harmony, -_ 
supreme happiness which is God’s intention for His) 
children. The liturgy teaches this form of society 
and the methods of attaining it. Through this com 
munity of souls, we bring Christ into modern society’ 
and social institutions, not just into individual souls 
which seek their salvation apart from their fellows) 
It is only by living and acting corporately, with! 
increased knowledge, devotion and attention in the 
ways prescribed by the Church through liturgy that we 
can attain this end. 
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It is the purpose of the liturgical movement to arouse 
in the Christian world a deeper and fuller appreciation 
of this sublime doctrine. But it does more than that. 
As one begins to enter into the proper fellowship in 
Christ, he becomes conscious of the great Christian 
task which lies before the world, the apostolic task of 
bringing everyone, Catholic and non-Catholic alike, 
closer to Christ as the fountainhead of grace and 
salvation. When men worship and pray and participate 
in the Supreme Sacrifice in common, it is not long be- 
fore they share in a brotherly spirit every joy and 
responsibility of life. The apostolic zeal which springs 
from an intelligent and constant application in the 
Church’s liturgy is one of the motivating factors upon 
which a future safe and sane society must depend. 
Just as a charitable person cannot enjoy a bountiful 
feast with a half starved person looking on, neither 
can one enjoy the spiritual uplift of liturgical practices 
without burning with a desire to bring in others to 
share it also. When a controlling number have been 
brought into a common participation in God’s worship, 
the correct society, with its peace and concord, will 
exist. A proper appreciation of Catholic liturgy brings 
one to cease being solely on the receiving end of God’s 
bounty and causes him to become a positive, rather 
than a negative, Christian. It changes the spiritually 
defunct, lifeless, and slothful communicant into one 
who zealously produces fruit in the Lord’s Vineyard. 
It is liturgy which gives a vital life-stream and spiritual 
motivation to Catholic Action, sodalities, and other 
Church organizations, for, in the final analysis, the real 
test of any Christian activity is the zeal and love it 
develops for God. It is a zealous love of God, and a 
truly Christian charitable desire to have others share 
in that love and its immeasurable benefits, that 
generates apostolic fervor and determination. But a 
real appreciation of liturgy does not only generate a 
motive power, it also enhances that necessary under- 
standing of the Church’s changeless and eternal truths 
which create a spontaneous activity in Christian circles. 
It causes Christians to aid the weak, succor the help- 
less, and encourage the faltering. For Catholic doc- 
trine teaches that Christ lives on in His Christians, 
not merely as a memory and an honored example, but 
as a living power of Christly sympathy, kindness, 
tolerance and charity. If world peace is to become a 
reality instead of a dream, the world’s peoples must 
become charged with a new and earnest zeal to know 
and live with Christ in His Church, and then to use that 
understanding in daily actions which are truly Christ- 
like and therefore Catholic. 


i 





ON TO VICTORY! 


BUY WAR SAVING STAMPS 
and 


U. S. VICTORY BONDS 
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ENJOY THE INTERESTING AND INSPIRING 


RADIO PROGRAMS 


presented by 


The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 


“Saint Anthony Hour” 


Every Sunday over Station WHN, New York, at 
7:30 P. M. and WMEX, Boston, at 4:00 P. M. 


ALSO THE 
“Ave Maria Hour” 


Widely acclaimed in all parts of the country as 
the most beautiful and inspiring program 
Featuring a Dramatization of the 
LIVES OF THE SAINTS 


Every Sunday morning at 6:30 A. M. over WEEI, 
Boston, and Sunday evenings over these Stations: 


WMCA—New York WMEX—Boston 
at 6:30 P. M. at 6:30 P. M. 


WIP—Philadelphia WITH—Baltimore 
at 6:30 P. M. at 8:30 P. M. 


WWDC—Washington, D. C. 
at 7:00 P. M. 


Join in the 


NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF THE 
MIRACULOUS MEDAL 


Broadcast from 
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S INN, Garrison, N. Y. 


WMCA—New York on Wednesday at 9:05 P. M. 


(Immediately after the News Broadcast 
over WMCA) 


WMEX—Boston on Wednesday at 1:30 P. M. 
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OR the duration of the war, the Very Rev. Benno 

Aichinger, O.F.M.Cap., of New York, has been 

appointed Vicar General of the Order of Friar 
Minor Capuchin in the United States and Canada by 
the Minister General of the Order in Rome. 


Sus s © 


The Holy See has agreed to and confirmed the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Cheou-Tang-Sieh, China’s Charge 
d’Affaires in Berne, as Envoy Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary to the Holy See. Dr. Cheou-Tang-Sieh, 
who is known for his literary activity, has rendered 
outstanding services to his country in public adminis- 
tration and in the course of his diplomatic career. 


= 


The secular press of the country has given promi- 
nence to a news dispatch from Rio de Janeiro citing 
the conviction and sentence to prison of Count Edmonto 
di Robilant for his subversive activities as chief of an 
Italian spy ring in Brazil. The dispatches identify 
di Robilant as a Papal count, an assertion which has 
been officially declared to be false by the Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States. 


* * * * 


As a result of favorable action by the Sacred Tribune 
at the Vatican, the twenty-nine missionaries who met 
a violent death during the Boxer Rebellion in China 
in 1900 are assured of beatification. The miracles ordi- 
narily required in these causes were dispensed with in 
this instance, as the facts of martyrdom and defense 
of the Faith were unquestionable. 

The group comprised eight Italians, four Frenchmen, 
one Alsatian, one Hollander, one Belgian, and four- 
teen native Chinese. 


* o* * * 


Among the many speculative rumors put out by 
news correspondents in Europe was one stating that 
due to the possibility of air attacks on Rome, the art 
treasures of the Vatican were being removed to a place 
of safety and that the Holy Father would move to 
Castel Gondolfo. In a public denial of such reports, 
Vatican officials drew attention to the announcement 
of the Holy Father himself some time ago in which 
he declared that he entrusted the protection of the 
Vatican to Divine Providence, and air-bombing or not, 
he would remain at the Vatican. 


* * * * 
In a recent issue of the Figaro, as quoted by the 


Irish Catholic, Count Vladimir d’Ormesson, late 
French Ambassador to the Holy See, paid a striking 


tribute to the strength, constancy and clear vision of 
His Holiness the Pope. He wrote: “Opus Justitiae 
Pax” is the motto of a Pontiff whose reign began in 
sorrow; Peace—that is the end of this nightmare of 
blood; Justice—that is the equitable arrangement of 
the difficulties that divided mankind. All nations, the 
Pope says, have the right to independence, integrity, 
and security, be they strong or weak. The liberty of 
a nation has nothing to do with the area it covers or 
the defensive means at its disposal. National riches 
must be more equitably distributed, treaties must be 
kept, the pledged word must be honored. . . . How 
comforting to hear the Pope recall the inalienable 
rights of human personality created by God, and show 
that all which binds men to nations, and nations among 
themselves, is founded on the Christian concept of 
Society. The Papal authority becomes all the more 
impressive for the fact that Pius XII, who has con- 
stantly maintained his position above political differ- 
ences, appears ever more truly, in a world boiling on 
all sides, as the only force capable of making a torn 
world understand words of wisdom and of light.” 
Bd * eS ok 

A family custom, loved by our elders, but alas too 
little observed or appreciated by the younger genera- 
tion of the present day, may once more come into 
vogue and bring with it a shower of blessings on our 
people and the homes of America. We refer of course 
to the recitation of the Holy Rosary in the family circle 
every evening. At the suggestion of Most Rev. John 
F. O’Hara, C.S.C., Auxiliary Bishop of the Army and 
Navy, the Chaplains in the armed forces are encour- 
aging their boys to ask their families to observe this 
beautiful custom that the boys themselves as well as 
the families may merit the many spiritual graces which 
God bestows on those who honor His blessed Mother. 


* Bo * o 


At the instigation of Pope Pius XII the Apostolic 
Penitentiary has promulgated a decree granting the 
plenary indulgence of the hour of death, even without 
the usual reception of the sacraments, to all who, in 
imminent danger of violent death during air raids, shall 
recite with fervor and repentance “Christ, have mercy 
on me.” 

The decree is applicable only to those who are in 
genuine danger of death during a bombing attack, not 
to those who may be merely apprehensive because of 
an air raid alarm, for instance, or the mere passage 
overhead of enemy planes. 

The Osservatore Romano printing the decree cites 
this prayer in four languages—English, French, Ger- 
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man and Italian—but adds it may be said in any lan- 
guage. The special dispensation, it concludes, is only 
valid for the duration of present hostilities. 


* * * * 


In a recent address, Monsignor Fulton Sheen point- 
edly noted that in the light of two world wars, our 
generation now is forced to admit that once education 
abandoned moral standards, it could no longer pass 
judgment on the rightness and wrongness of political 
and economic actions; 

That the youth of the world has suddenly become 
revolutionary, not because it did not have economic 
advantages—for never did it have so many—but be- 
cause it had lost the purpose of the goal of life which 
religion alone can insure; 

That once ethical standards are abandoned in edu- 
cation, there is no criterion except power, and with it 
the increasing prospect of increasing wars and revo- 
lutions of nihilism; 

That once the Divine Logos as the Source of Truth 
was forgotten, there was no difference between truths 
and propaganda, and that all a party had to do to seize 
a nation was to confiscate the vehicles of propaganda; 
the radio and press, as it did in Germany, and who 
could say they were wrong, for the universities had 
already denied there was any difference between right 
and wrong. 

Thus, concluded the Monsignor, did education come 
to the tragic vision that a high degree of scientific ad- 
vancement could exist alongside of utter moral de 
pravity and prompt Mr. Walter Lippman (quoted in 
The Lamp, August, 1942.—Ed.) to warn us that one of 
the first things we must do when this war is over, is to 
hold a rendezvous with education and to restore its 
greatest essential: the moral distinction between right 
and wrong. 


* * * * 


The disgusting indecency and immorality on the 
stage and screen which recently drew the scathing de- 
nunciation of the Archbishop of New York, Most Rev. 
Francis J. Spellman and resulted in a hurried move by 
the producers to clean up the mess, is also meeting 
with condemnation in England. Speaking in London 
recently, Lieut. General Sir William Dobbie, former 
Governor of Malta, flayed the organizers of salacious 
entertainments for the troops. 

Commenting on “the sort of amusements and enter- 
tainments which some misguided persons think are ap- 
propriate for the forces in these days” he said, “I have 
been shocked at seeing some of the things considered 
suitable. I am voicing the opinion of the Navy and the 
Royal Air Force as well as the soldiers when I resent 
most strongly the imputation that in order to entertain 
the members of the forces something beastly and 
horrid must be provided. 

Gen. Dobbie demanded that entertainments for the 
troops must be wholesome. He went on to say that 
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the only real cure for the terrible social evils that arise 
from warfare is a change in men’s hearts. 


* * * * 


The recent pronouncement of the American Hier- 
archy on the war and its attendant problems in the 
political and social sphere, as published in last month’s 
issue of THE Lamp, was the subject of a long editorial 
in the Washington Evening Star from which we quote 
in part: 

“A strong and most compelling portion of the state- 
ment of the Hierarchy sets forth the obvious but not 
invariably comprehended fact that secularism, exploi- 
tation and totalitarianism cannot write a real and last- 
ing peace. Only the spirit of Christianity can write a 
real and lasting peace in justice and charity to all na- 
tions, even to those not Christian. The signers of the 
pronouncement then courageously discuss the problems 
of industry and of racial and religious minorities, ap- 
plying to them the same doctrine of creative Christian 
philosophy. In conclusion, they plead: Let us all unite 
in praying for a victory and for a peace acceptable to 
God. 

“Americans of all denominations and of none are 
privileged to accept the sacred invitation thus phrased. 
The Catholic Archbishops and Bishops have served the 
whole afflicted human family by their formulation of 
as inspiring an interpretation of the teaching of Jesus 
as has come from any source in many years.” 


* * * * 


The Archbishop of New Orleans, Most Rev. Joseph 
F. Rummel, writes to The Queen’s Work to correct the 
impression that Franz Werfel, author of “The Song of 
Bernadette,” universally commended in the Catholic 
Press, entered the Catholic Church and then reverted 
to Judaism. Mr. Werfel in a letter to His Excellency 
repeats that he is a Jew by origin and has never been 
baptized. “On the other hand,” the author continues, 
“TI wish to profess here before you and the world that, 
as is evident from the major part of my work, I have 
been decisively influenced and moulded by the spiritual 
forces of Christianity and the Catholic Church. I see 
in the holy Catholic Church the purest power and 
emanation sent by God to this earth to fight the evil 
of materialism and atheism, and to bring revelation to 
the poor soul of mankind. That is why, although 
standing ‘extra muros,’ I have made it my purpose to 
support with my modest and humble abilities the 
struggle which the Catholic Church fights against those 
evils and for the divine truth.” Mr. Werfel goes on 
to explain to Archbishop Rummel why he remains out 
of the Church, but that, His Excellency says, is not 
relevant to the issue. The Archbishop does, however, 
quote Mr. Werfel’s closing paragraph: “Permit me 
to close with the promise that I shall not cease to write 
books like ‘The Song of Bernadette’ which will strive 
to praise the glory of the supernatural.” 





Society of 


HE Feast of the Immaculate 
T Conception of Our Blessed 

Lady, December 8th, was 
observed this year by Catholics 
throughout the country as a day of 
solemn supplication for Peace and 
Victory. We would not say that 
the festivity, in the liturgical sense 
at least, was dampened by the 
special intention of the Masses and 
other Divine services offered during 
the day. Rather it would seem 
that the hearts of the faithful were 
more deeply moved in devotion to 
our national Protectoress, the Im- 
maculate Virgin Mother of God, as 
they implored her to bring once 
more to our shores the blessings of 
a just and lasting peace. 

At Graymoor the Feastday was 
marked by three Solemn Masses, at 
Saint Francis’ Chapel, Saint John’s 
Church, and the Chapel of Saint 
Christopher’s Inn. The Student’s 
Choir seemed to outdo itself at 
Saint Francis’ in rendering the 
beautiful chants of Our Lady’s 
Mass in the festal tone. Father 
Anselm, S.A., was celebrant at the 
Community Chapel, assisted by 
Father Theophane, S.A., as deacon 
and Father Bede, S.A., as sub- 
deacon. Father Albert, S.A., offi- 
ciated at Saint John’s, and Father 
Michael, S.A., at the Inn. 

All-day Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament was held in the Convent 
Chapel, that all might have the op- 
portunity of approaching Our 
Sacramental King to ask His bless- 
ings upon our discouraged world. 
In the evening a Holy Hour, at- 
tended by the Friars and Students, 
was held at Saint Francis’ Chapel. 
Father James, S.A., who conducted 
the meditations before the Blessed 
Sacrament, urged all present to call 
on Mary, the Mediatrix of all Grace, 
to present their supplications to the 
Eternal King, reminding them of 
the words of Saint Bernard, that 
“no ene who has sought her inter- 














The Friary Bells at Graymoor 
bade adieu to the old year and 
welcomed the 


New Year in. 


cession has been left unaided.” 
During the Holy Hour the Solemn 
Magnificat, Our Lady’s own hymn 
of praise to God for His wondrous 
mercies, was sung antiphonally by 
the Brothers’ Choir. 


* * * * 


Winter’s first chilling blasts 
swept away the last lingering 
Autumn leaf before snow gently 
blanketed the hills and vales sur- 
rounding Graymoor. The advent 
of zero weather, however, did not 
dismay our Students. For weeks 
they had been looking forward to 
the freezing of the duck pond at 
Saint Anthony’s Farm, when they 
could don their skates and exercise 
themselves once more on its glassy 
surface. Their happy shouts re- 
sounded far up the slopes that lead 
to the Seminary buildings, as they 
realized the cold was here to stay, 
and that they could begin a round of 
hockey matches that would not have 
to terminate too quickly. Each 
afternoon, right up until the time of 
December examinations, found 


some group of Students at the 
Farm, either skating or waiting 
their turn to use a hockey stick. 
The healthful value of this and 
other winter sports will, we know, 
make better and more sturdy stu- 
dents out of them. The Christmas 
examination results, sent to the 
parents of our Students, give ample 
proof that studies did not suffer 
during the frigid weeks that pre- 
ceded the exam dates. 


* * +* * 


The piercing cold that enveloped 
most of the North and East last 
month did not find the Friars at 
Graymoor unprepared. Nipped 
noses and tingling toes there were, 
but relaxing indoors at the College 
and Friary soon restored them 
to normality again. The intensity 
of the cold, however, aided all of 
us to visualize the circumstances 
connected with the historic dates 
annually commemorated in Decem- 
ber. December 8th was the forty- 
second anniversary of the dedica- 
tion of St. Paul’s Friary, the first 
building atop the Mount of the 
Atonement. Father Founder had 
used the sacristy of St. John’s 
Church as living-quarters prior to 
the erection of St. Paul’s, and must 
often have found it cold and cheer- 
less. Yet we can never recall his 
once complaining about the early 
part of that winter, although he was 
in later years especially subject to 
chills and draughts. 

The 15th of December com- 
memorates an earlier event—the 
coming of the Mother Foundress to 
Graymoor in 1898. The Friars and 
Sisters both keep this anniversary 
as Foundation Day. This year, 
Solemn Mass was sung at St. John’s 
Church by Father Theophane, S.A., 
assisted by Father Guardian, S.A., 
and Father Samuel, S.A. Father 
Theophane’s sermon touched upon 
the early history of Graymoor, with 
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Che Revered Founders of the Cwo Congregations of the 
Society of the Atonement 


Very Reverend Father Paul James Francis 
who went to his eternal reward on February 8th, 1940 


ed 


Mother Lurana Mary Francis 
passed to eternal life on April 15th, 1935 


od 


Below is shown the first home of each of the Found- 
ers when they came to Graymoor to institute the Relig- 
ious Congregations of the Franciscan Friars and Sisters 


of the Atonement. 


<< 


An old farm 
shack served as a 
hermitage for 
Father Paul 
Francis. 


——> 


An old farm 
house was Mother 
Lurana’s abode 
several 














the 
the 


emphasis being laid upon 
loyalty necessary to emulate 
Founders. 

The connection of another Catho- 
lic religious community with Saint 
John’s, Graymoor, was also men- 
tioned in this address. We feel 
sure that it will be of interest to our 
readers to relate that Mother Marian 
Gurney, Foundress of the Sisters of 
Christian Doctrine, was associated 
with the little church known as 
St. John’s-in-the-Wilderness before 
her conversion to the Faith. The 
trustees of the country church had 
asked her to take charge of it and 
perhaps to organize a band of like- 
minded Anglican religious women 
to develop the surrounding property 
into a home for children. This 
invitation was extended in 1896. 


Mother Marian refused it, as at that 
time she was being drawn to greater 
interest and love for the Catholic 
Church, which soon after she joined. 
The hand of God is noticeable in 
the development of the Community 
founded by Mother Marian, now 
engaged in many splendid under- 
takings for God and souls, and we 
feel proud to know that it has a 
connection with the history of our 
own Society. 
* * . 

On the evening of Foundation 
Day, a program of Christmas 
Carols, choral selections and a 
dramatic presentation given at St. 
Mary’s Hall, was enjoyed by the 
Fathers and Brothers and their 
guests. The Sisters were also 
present in the gallery. The newly 


organized Glee Club of St. John’s 
Seminary sponsored the vocal por- 
tion of the program and did its part 
nobly, to the admiration of all 
present. The dramatic sketch, 
somewhat on the comical side, 
balanced the program nicely. Father 
Michael, S.A., acted as Master of 
Ceremonies, and took occasion to 
recall the significance of the day to 
our minds once more. In a serious 
appeal, he asked the Community to 
be very devout in observing the 
Church Unity Octave soon to begin, 
recalling that it was the Father 
Founder’s conception of Christian 
Unity that prompted the foundation 
at Graymoor. 
* * * * 

With grateful hearts we acknowl- 

edge the contributions indicated 
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below to help us in the support of 
our poor students. May the New 
Year grant to each of our bene- 
factors who have aided this worthy 
charity in the past an hundredfold 
reward in the blessings of Heaven. 


Miss M. B., R. L., $4; 5, i Bs Be Se 
$10; J. M., N. Y., $1; A. J. L., Mass., 
$1; C. M. LaV., N. Y., $2.50; Mrs. B. 
O’C., Mass., $3; E. M. C., R. L, $5; 
1.4 M., XN. ¥. Gi; M.S. MM. ¥. St: 
P. L., N. J., $1; A. C, N. ¥., $1; M. G., 
Ohio, $1; E. B., N. Y., $1.70; E. G, 
Mass., 4; M. “~y Til, $1; Mrs. W. R. 
K., Tex., 10c; . P. R., z ash., D. C., 
$10; E. W., N. : $l; ‘ A. S., Ill, $1; 
A.D BM. Fy I: W, Cal., $100; 
E. M., Conn., si; Re mM. BM Yo = 
Mes. L. P., Coa. 91; MC. N.Y... 

A. T., Mass., $2; By o B., Ont., Can., : 
Mr. and Mrs. F. S, Mont., $1; Mrs. T. 
I, Conn., $1; Miss A. W., N. Y., $1; 
B. to me. & Sts L. Dek. N.Y. BR; 


& TF. 7, B. FJ. FF 
e ¢ ¢ # 


Christmas, the day of Our Lord’s 
Nativity, a feast dear to Christian 
hearts the world over, was observed 
with all due solemnity at Graymoor, 
the other Friaries and the Missions 
of our Society. On Christmas eve, 
as the shades of evening descended 
slowly over the Mount of the Atone- 
ment, Vespers were chanted by the 
students’ choir. In the psalms and 
hymns of the Office all the joy of 
the nations on the occasion of Our 
Saviour’s birth was echoed once 
again by the choristers. Solemn 
Matins followed later in the eve- 
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The Chapel at our Seminary in Washington was beautifully adorned to 
welcome the Birthday of the Infant Savior. 


ning, with Father Samuel, S. A., 
officiating. 

The joy of the world on Christ’s 
Nativity, enshrined in the folk 
melodies of Christian peoples, was 
manifest in the special Carol ser- 
vice held in the open air atop the 
Mount of the Atonement as the 
hour of midnight approached. - The 
gladsome voices of our Friars and 
students rang out harmoniously in 
the frosty air, telling once more the 
beautiful tale of Our Blessed Sav- 
iour’s advent into this weary world. 
At the close of the Carol service, 
the vested choir and the ministers 
of the Mass moved in procession 





Our Seminary at Washington shines resplendent in its winter mantle of 
ermine and presents an enchanting vista. 


into the Little Flower Oratory, 
where the first Mass of Christmas 
was celebrated. The lightness of 
the traditional carol tunes gave way 
to the majestic Gregorian Chants of 
the Liturgy, expressing this time 
the eternal Sonship of Jesus with 
His Heavenly Father. Father Sam- 
uel, S. A., was celebrant of the 
Mass, with Father General as dea- 
con and Father Bede, S. A., sub- 
deacon. The congregation was 
smaller than it has been for years, 
as the only lay people present were 
those living in the vicinity of Gray- 
moor, yet none of the liturgical fes- 
tivity associated with the observ- 
ance of Christmas at Graymoor was 
lacking. 

At St. John’s Church, the Mid- 
night Mass was sung by Father 


Stephen, S. A. Father Anselm, 
S. A., was deacon and Father 
James, S. A., subdeacon. Father 


Stephen spoke on the meaning of 
Christmas to the congregation, re- 
minding them of the inestimable 
blessings that had come to the world 
with the Incarnation of the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity. The 
gift of eternal life, in association 
with the life of God Himself, was 
made possible only by the coming 
of Christ upon earth as a human 
Child. Our own humanity has been | 
elevated and sanctified by Christ's | 
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condescension. Father Stephen 
asked for a deepening of the real- 
ization of Our Lord’s great love for 
us on the occasion of His Birthday, 
to be made manifest by greater love 
and gratitude towards Him. 

Father Michael, S. A., officiated 
at the Midnight Mass in the Chapel 
of Saint Christopher’s Inn. Carols 
were sung by the congregation, 
comprising the homeless men shel- 
tered at the Inn. Their fervor and 
devotion during this Mass was evi- 
denced by the large number who 
approached the Altar to receive the 
new-born Saviour into their hearts 
at Communion time. 

In the morning, Masses were cele- 
brated half-hourly in the Crypt 
Chapel, with the intentions of all 
the benefactors of the Society of 
the Atonement being remembered 
by the priests who offered them. 
Father Matthias, S. A., celebrated 
the festive Mass at St. John’s 
Church; Father General offered the 
traditional three Masses of Christ- 
mas in Saint Francis’ Chapel; and 
Father John Baptist, S. A., was 
celebrant of the morning Masses at 
St. Elizabeth’s Chapel, Graymoor 
Manor. 

+ * * * 


Christmas at St. Joseph’s Friary, 
Saranac Lake, was marked by in- 
tense cold this year. Nonetheless 
the Novices stationed there made 
sure that all the offices of the Feast 
of the Nativity were carried out 
with as much solemnity as possible. 
The Midnight Mass was preceded 
by a service of Carols and was fol- 
lowed by a period of prayerful 
meditation. Special guest on this 
occasion was Father Eugene, S. A., 
whose health has improved greatly 
during the past few months. Father 
Eugene acted as deacon at the Sol- 
emn Mass celebrated by the Father 
Master. 

At the kind invitation of the Rt. 
Rev. Monsignor Patrick J. McCor- 
mick, Ph. D., Acting Rector of the 
Catholic University of America, 
our Friars at the Atonement Semi- 
nary provided the special Solemn 
Midnight Mass annually celebrated 
in the National Shrine of the Im- 
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Uncompleted B 


(1) Mother Lurana, No. 2: 

(2) St. Patrick: $4,403.70. 

(3) All Saints: Mrs. R., N. 
O'B., Cal., $2. Total, $4,012.10. 


(4) St. Margaret of Scotland: 


(5) St. Fe pg No. 3: N. E 
Cc. Lt. Gs. or; & 2. OL, SE: 
Mass., $1. To J ‘al, és! 526.65. 


(6) Sacred Heart, No. 3: N. K 
; A. Y., Ohio, $5. Total, $3, 515.10. 
32 72 


Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1 
(7) St. Ann. L. M., Maine, 


(8) St. Joseph: Mrs. E. N., 
Ohio, $2; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal, 


(9) St. Jude: E. M. S., N. és $1: Anon., $1. 


(10) St. Francis Xavier: $2, 
(11) Our Lady of Perpetual 
Mrs. C. L. O’B., $1.50; A. S., N 


(13) Rev. Father Paul, No. 4: 


Cal., $1. Total, $1,810.12. 
(14) St. Christopher: FE. S., 


N. ¥., 2c: CL. OB., Cal., SiR. 


urses at Graymoor 


T. A. M,, N. Y:, $1. Total, $4,962.95. 
340; & C..e. F., Bet Mes CL 


$3,767.71. 
B. C, Pa, ce; M. C., N. ¥., Me; Mes. 
Mrs. M. E. S., Ill., $1; Mrs. W. L. B., 


B. C., Pa., 10c; K. D., N. Y¥., $10 

$5. — * $2,93 

Py , * E. Tenn., $2; 
Tot “4 ' 5 6as78 


A. McC., 


Total, $2,583.15. 

a (11) Pius X: $2,119.40. 
Help: Miss A. E. deC., Minn., $1; 

Y., $1. Total, $1,838.80. 

TAGS. Y. CH cL. Oe 


NW. B.C. Pa, Be: M. C., 


Tenn., $2; 
Tot. al, $1 648.15. 


(15) St. Francis of Assisi: Mrs. P. K., Pa., $2.50; C. F. D., Mass., 


$1. Total, $1,634.45. 
(16) St. Rita: $1,275.45. 
(17) Little Flower: Anon, $ 
(18) Sacred Shoulder: Mrs. 
(19) Father Drumgoole: $944. 
(21) Immaculate Conception: 
(22) Holy Face: Mrs. C. L. 


(23) St. Matthias: 
$424.27 


S. D. S., 3; W. F,.8.D, B 


1: Mrs. C. L. O’B., $1. Total, $1,179.64. 
M. A. K., Pa., $8. Total, $1,048.70. 

10. (20) St. John the Baptist: $903.75. 
$723.55. 
O'B., Cal., $1. Total, $524.85. 

; Fr. M., $2. Total, 


(24) Precious Blood: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1. Total, $426.20. 


(25) Infant of Prague: $404. 


. Our Lady of the Atonement: I. L., N 


15 
. ¥., $5; A. McC., Ohio, 


$2: M. C., N. Y., 25c; A. J. L., Mass., $4. Total, $373.59. 


a Blessed Seeman 
O'B., Cal., $1. Total, $371.63 


(28) St. Michael: $349.20. 


Mrs. E. A. McC., N. Y., $1; Mrs. C. L. 


(29) Our Lady of Prompt Succor: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $2. Total, 


$320.70. 


(30) Holy Souls: Mrs. C. L 


(31) Holy Spirit: D. L., L. 
(32) Five Wounds: $274 (0. 
(34) Our Sorrowful Mother: 


O'B., Cal., $1.50... Total, $299.30, 
I, N. Y., $3. Total, $277.25. 

(33) St. Margaret Mary: $261.35. 
$238.25. 


(35) Brother Jude: M. F., N. J., $25. Total, $234.00. 


(36) Holy Family: N. B. C., 


(37) Archangel Raphael: $15¢ 
Medal: $148.35. 
(39) Brother Philip, No. 3: 


(40) Most Holy Trinity: $93.20. 


$75.10. (42) St. Paul: $63.20. 


(43) Brother Anthony: T. A. M., N. Y., $1 


(44) Brother Andre: $54.00. 
(46) Pius XI: $22.50. 
(47) St. Gerard Majella: T. 


Pa., 10c. Total, $190.20. | 
».20. (38) Our Lady of the Miraculous 


Mrs. G. B. H., Tex., $2. Total, $94.20 
(41) Blessed Mother Cabrini: 


Total, $56.75. 
(45) Catherine Tekakwitha: $25.45 


A. M., N. Y., $1. Total, $19.63. 


(48) Our Lady of the Rosary: N. B. C., Pa., 10c; Mrs. C. L. O’B., 


Cal., 50c. Total, $10.10 


(49) St. Teresa of Avila: $10.00. (50) St. Clare of Assisi: $9.25. 


(51) Monsignor Baker: $7.60. 


(52) Our Lady of Victory: $5.00. 
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maculate Conception in the Nation’s 
Capital. Father Angelus, S. A., 
Rector of our Atonement Seminary, 
was celebrant and was assisted by 
Fra. Gregory, S. A., and Fra. Ben- 
jamin, S. A., as deacon and sub- 
deacon. The Friars’ choir presented 
the musical setting of the Mass in 
Gregorian Chant, as well as a pro- 
gram of carols. 

We are happy to announce at this 
time that Frater Gregory and Fra- 
ter Benjamin will be ordained to the 
Holy Priesthood at the Shrine next 
month. Their ordination has been 
advanced by some months due to 
the need of priests occasioned by 
the exigencies of war time. We ask 
the prayers of our readers for their 
perseverance in grace and the zeal 
so essential to the priestly office. 


* * * * 


On the preceding page we have 
listed the various Burses which 
have been in process of building-up 
over a period of time. Some, it will 
be noted, are near completion, but 
others are making slow headway. 
May we commend them to the con- 
sideration of our friends and 
patrons and indulge the hope that 
the New Year now opening will not 
grow much older in point of time 
before a very substantial impetus 
will be recorded towards the goal 
of completion. 

The education of young men for 
the Holy Priesthood was never so 
urgent than in these days of turmoil 
when priests from every diocese in 
the country and many from the 
ranks of the missionary personnel 
are serving in the armed forces and 
parish and missionary work is 
carried on under handicaps. Keep- 
ing in mind the needs of our own 
country, both presently and after 
the war, and the decimation of the 
ranks of the priesthood in the Axis 


occupied countries of Europe where 
vocations are retarded or lost al- 
together on account of conditions 
imposed against young men enter- 
ing seminaries, it is of paramount 
importance that greater numbers of 
young men who have been blessed 
with a religious vocation should be 
prepared to take up the work of 
serving in the Army of Christ. On 
this point, Monsignor Edward Fre- 
king of Cincinnati, in a sermon last 
month at the Annual Mass for the 
members of the Catholic Student’s 
Mission Crusade in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, New York, citing statis- 
tics on the reduction of the numbers 
of European clergy, declared that 
continuance of missionary work 
after the war will require a larger 
enlistment of Americans, not only 
for the work in the traditional mis- 
sionary lands, but also to maintain 
the normal activities of the church 
in the countries of Europe. 

The call is urgent and pressing, 
but unfortunately for us at Gray- 
moor, the necessary financial means 
is not immediately available to sup- 
port a greater number of poor young 
candidates offering themselves for 
the work of God as Missionary 
Priests of the Atonement. The con- 
tributions made from time to time 
to our Burses must be set aside 
until the full sum ($5,000) is ac- 
cumulated, then the interest from 
this is available to support a poor 
student during the years of his pre- 
paration for the priesthood. When 
he is ordained, the Burse continues 
to sustain student successors—one 
after the other—throughout the 
years. It will be noted from this 
that a Completed Burse is, in itself, 
a living monument bearing rich 
fruitage for the Church and for the 
salvation of souls. 

We therefore make a special plea 
to our friends to help ever more 
quickly the completion of one or 
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more of our various Burses as 
listed. Donations, be they small or 
large, or in between, are most wel- 
come, and will earn for the donors 
that gratitude of the heart which is 
best expressed in prayer that God 
will grant them the hundredfold 
reward He has promised to those 
who love and serve His cause. 


* * * * 


Father Martin, S. A., advises us 
that the services of Christmas came 
as a revelation to many of the 
simple colored folk in and about 
Lumberton, North Carolina, where 
his mission, dedicated to St. Made- 
leine-Sophie Barat, is striving to 
serve them spiritually and, as far as 
possible, to help them alleviate 
their poverty. A record attendance 
was noted at the Christmas Masses, 
the bulk of the congregation being 
non-Catholic. Father Agnellus, S.A., 
who assists Father Martin at the 
Mission, had rehearsed his little 
choir for weeks to make sure that 
the Christmas music would be a 
fitting offering to the new-born 
King. Certainly it impressed the 
worshippers at the Mission and may 
have had a missionary effect in at- 
tracting some of them to make in- 
quiries regarding our Holy Faith. 

On Christmas Day, Catholic cal- 
endars were presented to the col- 
ored people present and gifts of 
clothing and toys were distributed 
to the children. These gifts were 
provided by generous friends of the 
Mission. While the clothing was 
for the most part used, it was ser- 
viceable and attractive. Father 
Martin begs a continuance of help 
in his Mission work, asking espe- 
cially that he be sent boxes of old 
clothing and shoes. His address is: 
Father Martin, S. A., Saint Made- 
leine-Sophie Mission, Elizabeth- 
town Pike, Lumberton, N. C. 





INVOKE ST. ANTHONY 


moor. 
son, New York. 





IN YOUR NEED THROUGH THE PERPETUAL NOVENA 


AT HIS GRAYMOOR SHRINE 


For seven hundred years St. Anthony of Padua has been a willing and powerful intercessor in Heaven for 
every variety of human need and his intercession has not been in vain. 
We will be glad to receive petitions for remembrance in the Perpetual Novena to St. Anthony at Gray- 
A new Novena begins every Tuesday. Address: Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garri- 
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N a book entitled “The Path to 
I Rome” which was written by 

Hilaire Belloc a long generation 
ago, and which continues to be a 
classic of English letters, there ap- 
peared a sentence which must have 
arrested many: “The Catholic 
Church makes men and of her 
products the most gracious are the 
Irish and the Italians.” These 
words came back to the mind on an 
occasion many years later when a 
Rumanian Prince (he had become 
a priest and had a cure of souls in 
Paris) was talking to two men at 
the Missions Etrangeres at Meudon, 
one of the two being an Egyptian 
Jew who had been to Balliol and 
had lately been converted to the 
Church. Speaking of his expe- 
riences at a Eucharistic Congress in 
Australia, Prince Ghika says: “Il v 
avait toujours la foi granitique des 
Irlandais.” 

Now, although it is not fashion- 
able among economists to study 
the social changes that have hap- 
pened in Ireland during the last 
three-quarters of a century (for 
Ireland is a little country and a poor 
country and what interest have poor 
and little countries for Professors 
of Economics?), none the less it 
may not be without interest for 
ordinary folk to turn their minds for 
a moment to the social changes that 
have happened in Eire. The first 
thing to be said is that the granite 
faith of the Irish held firm at the 
time when England in the nine- 
teenth century lapsed from faith in 
the Christian family. The Divorce 
Act of 1857 on the face of it did 
no more than increase facilities 
for obtaining divorce. In reality it 
gave national sanction to the view 
that marriage was a mere contract 
and in no sense a Sacrament, and 
propagated the belief that the mar- 
riage comtract like every other 
agreement ought to be capable of 





Eamon de Valera, Premier of Eire. 


Editor’s Note: 


In these days when so much thought 
and speculation is given to post-war plan- 
ning, this article, culled from Bulletin 
No. 48, Sword of the Spirit (England) 
and initialed simply O. R., gives a refresh- 
ing idea of what can be done for the 
amelioration of the evils arising in 
America from share-cropper tenancy and 
large scale migrations of labor which con- 
duce to discontent and disruption of 
family life. 








dissolution. There have been many 
statutes since 1857 in England 
which were designed to increase 
still further the facilities for obtain- 
ing divorce. Marriage in England 
is now in popular acceptation a con- 
tract determinable at the will of the 
parties. Husbands and wives act 
every day on the belief that they 
are entitled to “give” one another 
their “freedom.” At the moment 


these lines are written one reads in 
a popular paper that the Assize 
Judges at Birmingham have to 
handle 260 petitions for divorce at 
this Assize. There are three 
Assizes per annum in Birmingham 
and again at Newcastle and Leeds 
and Liverpool and Manchester and 
Nottingham and in all the other 
great centres of population! And 
all the time five Judges are sitting 
in the Divorce Court in London 
busily pronouncing decrees of dis- 
solution. A great Law Lord said 
some years ago in the House of 
Lords that “the sanctity of mar- 
riages passed in 1857 into the limbo 
of lost causes and impossible loyal- 
ties.” It did. 

The Irish held firm to the Chris- 
tian faith and the Christian view of 
marriage that had prevailed in Eng- 
land down to 1857. And holding 
the family as the unit of Christian 
life and thought, the miserable Irish 
tenants proceeded almost at once to 
a series of great measures of agra- 
rian and social reform which were 
uniformly based upon the family. 
At the dictation of Irish opinion the 
Parliament of Westminster pro- 
ceeded in an act of 1870 and an- 
other Act of 1881 to deny the prin- 
ciples of English economists and to 
introduce a system of land courts 
and land judges who were to decide 
at intervals of 15 years what was a 
fair rent to be paid by the little 
tenants of agricultural land in Ire- 
land. Land courts were set up and 
land judges appointed to fix a fair 
rent “having regard to all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, holding, 
and district.” There was no defini- 
tion of what constituted a fair rent. 
The idea at the back of men’s 
minds (as Arthur Balfour pointed 
out in Parliament) was that the 
tiller of the soil should retain out 
of the produce of his farm enough 
to maintain himself and his family 
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according to some standard of 
decent comfort. And the surplus 
should go as rent to the landlord. 
The Irish conception of a fair rent 
was a translation into agricultural 
terms of that which in industrial life 
we call a living wage. And, be it 
noted, the Statute of 1881 antici- 
pated by ten years the Encyclical 
Rerum Novarum. 

In the course of time the system 
of fair rents gave way to a system 
of land purchase. The tenants fell 
into the habit of letting their land 
go largely out of cultivation during 
the last two or three years of each 
fifteen year period, with a view to 
securing a real reduction in rent at 
the next judicial assessment. The 
practice was good neither for the 
tenant nor for the landlord nor was 
it in the general interest. And so 
a long series of Land Purchase Acts 
at first encouraged and at last com- 
pelled the transfer of ownership 
from landlord to tenant. In the 
ordinary instance the tenants on an 
estate made a bargain with the 
landlord for the purchase of their 
holdings on payment of a capital 
sum equivalent to twenty or twenty- 
five year’s rent. The bargain had to 
be passed on by a Government de- 
partment, and if it were passed the 
purchase money was advanced by 
the land commission to the landlord 
and the tenant became for a fixed 
period a tenant purchaser. The new 
tenant purchaser paid off the ad- 
vance made by the Land Commis- 
sion by means of an annuity, 
(covering interest and sinking fund) 
which extended over a period of 
some seventy years. 

The man who signed the pur- 
chase agreement was usually a 
person of mature years whose ex- 
pectation of life could not possibly 
extend to seventy years. Moreover, 
even if in a solitary instance the 
expectation of life might extend so 
long it could not so happen in the 
case of the mass of men. The fact 
is that the Irish Land Purchase 
legislation proceeded on the princi- 
ple that the family bought the farm. 
Here was a practical and legislative 
consequence of the Irish refusal to 
accept the principle of divorce in 
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The Market Square in a little town in Eire. 


1857. You cannot at one and the 
same time legislate on the basis 
that marriage may be dissolved and 
on the inconsistent principle that 
marriages will endure. At any rate 
it is manifest that the Irish Land 
Purchase legislation was based on 
the assymption that the families of 
the tenant purchasers would extend 
through two or more generations. 
The man who signed as a tenant 
purchaser was signing in the con- 
fidence that perhaps not his son but 
surely his grandson would be the 
first fee simple owner of the farm. 

Moreover, the sanction of the 
State to the transaction was by no 
means given as a matter of course. 
An endeavor was made to secure 
that no holding should pass to a 
tenant unless it was up to the stand- 
ard of what is called an “economic 
holding.” And so throughout the 
south and west of Ireland an offi- 
cial body known as the Congested 
Districts Board and controlled by 
the giant figure of Henry Doran, 
came in as an intermediary, buying 
estates from landlords and enlarg- 
ing or rearranging the holdings to 
the proper standard before re-sale. 
The “economic holding” was thus a 
unit of reform. It is defined as 
“the amount of land necessary and 
sufficient to maintain a family ac- 
cording to some standard of decent 
comfort.” One may note in passing 
that the economic holding corre- 
sponds to the ancient hide: the terra 
unius familiae of Bede. The family 
is thus the living corporate unit 


which sustains and explains the 
whole movement of Irish agrarian 
reform. 

Observe also that though the 
whole of Land Purchase was 
financed by the State, Ireland did 
not rest in State Socialism, but ad- 
vanced through it and beyond it to 
a form of family ownership. 

In this way one sees how is ful- 
filled the truth of the statement that 
the Catholic Church makes men. 
For, under the inspiration of Chris- 
tian principles, the face of Ireland 
was transformed and a population 
of infinitely poor and dependent 
tenants was changed in the space 
of two generations into a popula- 
tion of free men owning their own 
farms. 

One may understand how it is 
that in England where the notion of 
the family has been shattered by 
Statute, all efforts at Land Reform 
have successively failed. You can- 
not establish a system of Land Re- 
form save on the basis of the 
family: or of slavery. In England 
the idea of the family as a living 
corporation scarcely exists, save 
among the Catholic minority. It 
does not exist as a legislative prin- 
ciple. The English Small Holdings 
Acts betray no recognition of the 
family as a social unit. Here as 
elsewhere our hopes must lie with 
the tiny Catholic body who may 
attempt one day to rebuild the rural 
life of England around some of the 
great religious houses as a spiritual 
centre. —O. R. 
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Retribution... 


RNOLD THURSBY glared 
A at the grey, stone edifice 

with hostile eyes. The 
Church had cost him his son, and 
he hated it. 

He lowered his denouncing gaze, 
but the tension of tight-drawn facial 
muscles did not relax. Low fury 
spread like a vaporous cloud over 
his thoughts. His nostrils dilated. 
He breathed deep. 

As a reasonable man, he told 
himself grimly, he knew the Church 
had not forced his son to save the 
life of a Navy chaplain at the cost 
of his own; yet if it had not been 
for that priest, young Paul would 
still be alive. 

With ruthless sharpness he re- 
called the cleric’s letter of con- 
dolence. The neat-penned words 
cut across his remembrance, “Your 
son is a hero, and his gallantry will 
prove an incentive to the rest of our 
fighting forces.” Thursby was glori- 
ously proud of Paul’s bravery, but 
no amount of fatherly pride could 
fill the aching void that now en- 
gulfed his entire being. 

Without Paul the world was 
desolately empty. 

Part of the priest’s letter read, 
“He died with a prayer for you on 
his lips, and I will add my prayers 
to his.” Thursby did not like that. 
He did not like it at all. From boy- 
hood he fought off any tendency to 
religion. To his way of thinking, 
a man with a conscience was not 
ruthless enough for the cut-throat 
competition of modern business. 
And by downing that inner voice of 
righteousness, he had built up a 
firm so thoroughly organized that 
any father would be flattered to 
hand it on to his son. 

He clenched his fingers till he 
could feel the blood drain from 
them. He never taught his son to 
pray, not once in all the twenty- 
three years of Paul’s carefree exist- 





ence. He never intended Paul to 
be hampered by a conscience. Deep 
within himself he knew there was 
another reason, too. He did not 
want to share Paul’s love. 

The more he considered it, the 
more it puzzled him. He could not 
understand where Paul had learned 
to pray. 

Thursby’s dark, scowling eyes 
rested a moment on an elderly 
woman slowly descending, with a 
faltering gait, the wide steps of the 
church. An ugly suggestion twisted 
itself from the depth of his con- 
sciousness. An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth! For a lifetime 
he had acted in strict accord with 
that rule. He would not stop now, 
though a horrible loneliness mocked 
his every impulse. 

He was glad he had always given 
Paul the best of everything, for now 
it was too late. Locked tight in his 
memory, and more precious than a 
medal of honor, was Paul’s boyish 
grin at the sight of his first roadster. 
Still ringing in his ears was the 
boy’s gay promise: “Gee, Dad, I'll 
pay you back some day! Honest I 
will!” Afterwards they had their 
picture snapped standing together 
in front of that car. It was the same 
snapshot the newspaper printed in 
announcing Paul’s heroism. There 
was a tightness in Thursby’s chest. 
Remembering hurt. 

How full of sympathy that letter 


had been! How brimming over 
with regret! Thursby’s jaw tight- 
ened. Compassion would not re- 


store his son! He set his mouth in 
a hard, thin line. The taut fury 
rushing from his heart clamored 
for retribution. He had to strike 
back, if only to show that he did 
not want pity, or prayers! 

It would be easy to snatch some- 
one from the Church. That little 
old lady.... 

He would prove to her that the 
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Faith was only a vacuous symbol, 
a fancy shell covering nothingness. 
He would ask her how she could 
pray to a God who allowed the 
world to consume itself in warlike 
flames of universal hate. He was 
certain she would not know. Long 
ago he had convinced himself that 
faith and prayer were but the 
mumbo-jumbo of a_ superstitious 
Middle Ages. 

Half-closing his sulking eyes, 
Thursby visualized the little lady 
humped over a hard, wooden kneel- 
ing bench, her grey head bent and 
her thin, bloodless lips droning the 
Hail Mary and the Our Father. He 
imagined her raising devotional 
eyes to gaze with breathless fealty 
at a large crucifix, totally unmindful 
of the world marching to disaster 
outside the thick walls of the 
church. He knew she would see 
only the tiny red light flickering in 
front of the altar like the tip of a 
cigarette glowing in the shadows of 
night. 

He smiled, but the lines about 
his mouth were harsh. The little 
old lady would be shocked by his 
comparison. Still, he reasoned, a 
lighted cigarette indicated some- 
one’s presence, and she believed He 
was there, didn’t she? It was non- 
sense, of course, but all Catholics 
believed it. It was dogma. His 
mother had tried to indoctrinate 
him years ago. 

He was close to the little old 
lady. Her face was wrinkled with 
the furrows of age, but her eyes 
were curiously young, with a blue 
clearness that startled him. He 
found her extraordinarily peaceful 
smile familiar. His mother’s had 
been like that, as though it had 
scaled the heights of contentment. 


He assured himself the little old 
lady would not resent his questions. 
No one with such simple, childlike 
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“Have you been praying, madam?” 
he inquired, trying to make his voice 
sound casual... . 
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faith would object to talking about 
the Church. 

“Have you been praying, 
madam?” he inquired, trying to 
make his voice sound casual, “I 
make free to ask because I... I 
have an unusual interest in prayer.” 

Thursby watched her eyes nar- 
row, as if in recognition. “I’ve seen 
your picture somewhere. In the 
paper, I think. You're Paul 
Thursby’s father, aren’t you?” she 
asked. 

He bowed in acknowledgment. 

“T said a rosary for your boy to- 
day,” she told him in a voice that 
seemed to thank him for the oppor- 
tunity to discuss prayer, “I always 
remember our boys across the 
seas.” 

Thursby looked at her with hol- 
low eyes. ‘My boy is dead,” he 
said dully. 

“IT know, but that makes no 
difference!” The emphasis of her 
assurance startled him. She con- 
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tinued, in the same _ heartening 
tone, “It’s all the more reason why 
he needs our prayers.” 

“I don’t believe in prayer,” 
Thursby observed stolidly. Her 
stunned expression at his announce- 
ment pleased him. He would tell 
her the truth about religion! He 
would... 

She interrupted his thoughts. 
“Don’t you believe in God, Mr. 
Thursby ?” 

He hesitated. ‘‘Well,” he said at 
last, sampling his thoughts before 
putting them into words, “I will 
admit there is some sort of an out- 
side force. But not a God,” he has- 
tened to add, seeing her smile know- 
ingly, “Not a merciful and just God 
such as you profess to believe in!” 

“Ah,” she said, as though some- 
thing were written on his face of 
which he was unawares, “You think 
God would not permit this war. Is 
that it?” 

Angrily, “Well, a merciful God 
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wouldn’t!” He searched her face. 
Suddenly he felt sorry for her. Her 
eyes were so believing, so trusting. 
“A bad business, war,” he said 
resentfully. 

She sighed. “We brought it on 
ourselves. We were given the power 
to direct our own lives, and look 
what we do with it!” 

“But if, as you claim, there is a 
God, He could have prevented this 
catastrophe,” Thursby reminded 
her, almost triumphantly. 

“If a doctor warns a patient to 
cease smoking and the man pays no 
heed, but continues his six cigars a 
day, would you hold the doctor 
responsible for the ill effects ?” 


“Certainly not! The doctor did 
his part. He could do no more.” 
Suddenly Thursby stopped. He 
recognized the analogy too late. He 
flushed. “But you’ve no proof of 
what you believe,” he stated hotly. 
“This is the twentieth century! 





Rea 


“ 














’ face, 
r. Her 
isting. 

said 


it on 


power 
| look 


eis a 
d this 
Linded 


ent to 
Lys no 
vars a 
doctor 
; aad 
yr did 
nore.” 
He 
e. He 
of of 
hotly. 
itury ! 





Reason, not superstition must rule 
the world!” 

“You feel, don’t you?” she asked 
gravely, her blue eyes seeming to 
bore into Thursby’s. 

He waved his arm excitedly. ‘Of 
course! I’m a human being, sub- 
ject to the same tendencies of love 
and hate as everyone else.” 

The old lady moved her head 
with little up-and-down shakes, as 
though to assure Thursby he had 
given just the answer she wished. 
“Reason is a poor substitute for a 
heart,” she said. “In faith we know 
with our hearts. Reason can point 
the way to God, but it is the heart 
which must accept Him.” 

Thursby tried to laugh. The little 
old lady was making him feel most 
uncomfortable. “I don’t think you 
understand,” he said with an abrupt 
stiffness, “faith is for the poor, for 
those who have nothing else.” 

For a fleeting minute he thought 
he had bewildered her at last. Then 
he watched understanding flood her 
eyes. ‘“We’re all poor in heart if 
we lack the Faith,” she said softly. 

Thursby was exasperated. “How 
can you believe in something you 
don’t comprehend? Surely your 
intellect revolts at the mysteries of 
religion!” he said sharply. 

Her eyebrows raised. Her thin 
lips became suddenly full. He could 
tell without even hearing the flutter- 
ing notes of her high-pitched voice 
that she was excited. “But that is 
faith!” she said with a fervor 
that electrified Thursby. “Faith is 
believing; trusting because in your 
heart you know God does not tell 
you wrong.” 

He had a feeling that she pitied 
him; that she was trying to explain 
things as a teacher would to a back- 
ward child. He bit his lip. He 
hated pity. It smacked of weakness. 

She was saying, “Others can ex- 
plain theology. To me it is as 
remote as those fleecy clouds trail- 
ing the sky above,” she pressed a 
gaunt, blue-veined hand against her 
heart, “but no one can believe more 
strongly than I because I know in 
here.” 
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A chilling mist of uncertainty 
swept over Thursby, lingered a mo- 
ment, then seemed to lift in a warm 
glow of understanding. He felt 
oddly, exhilaratingly alive, a sensa- 
tion he experienced only once be- 
fore, when his new-born son was 
first laid in his waiting arms. It 
was a strange feeling, dreamy, yet 
powerfully real. 


“And how .. . how does one 
acquire this Faith?” he asked, shift- 
ing uneasily from one foot to the 
other. 

“It’s a gift,” the old lady in- 
formed him. A free gift from God. 
All one need do is ask for it.” 


“You mean, pray?” 


She nodded. “Prayer is a form 
of love that can work miracles,” she 
said. 

He had to think. Quietly. Alone. 
He faced the church. Perhaps in 
there he would find solitude. He 
thanked the woman and turned his 
steps toward the church. Some- 
thing he could not quite define was 
beckoning, urging him on. 

He slipped into one of the rear 
pews. The complete stillness of the 
highly-arched interior was awe-in- 
spiring. He seemed to smoulder 
with a nervous restlessness. He felt 
as though he were being watched, 
as though he were expected to 
speak. Glancing toward the marble- 
and-gold altar his questing eyes 
came to rest on the little red light 
burning with lambent splendor on a 
ceiling-suspended gold chain. 

Thursby bowed his head. His 
lips quivered. He did not know 
how to pray. 

His eyes felt moist. “Dear God,” 
he thought, “help me!” 

He remembered Paul, and what 
the little old lady had said about 
love and the miracle of prayer. A 
soothing tranquillity crept into his 
heart. It seemed easy to believe, 
now. 

He thought of his son’s promise 
to repay all a father’s affection had 
bestowed. In the new peacefulness 
of his heart, Thursby knew the boy 
had kept his word. 








Inexpensive 
Religious 
Articles 


PRAYER BOOKS 


Pray Always (for children) 25c 
and 50c, according to binding. 
Ave Maria Prayerbook (for adults) 

50c, 75c and $2.00. 
Key of Heaven (ever popular 
manual of prayer) 50c, 75c and 


$2.00. 

Holy Ghost Prayer Book.  50c, 
$1.00 and $1.50. 

Imitation of Christ (for centuries 
a favorite aid to devotion) 75c, 
$1.00 and $1.25. 

Daily Missal (the best manual for 
following the Mass) complete, 
$2.50. 


ROSARIES 


No. 7426 Black Coco Rosary 
with sterling silver Cross 


and chain $3.00 
No. 7172 Everbrite Rosaries 
Assorted colors 1.50 


No. 2741 Agate Rosaries, 
amber, rose, sapphire, ame- 
thyst . 

No. 2704 Small glass beads, 
amethyst, rose, amber 75 
Other Rosaries from 25c¢ up. 


MEDALS 


No. 6601 Sterling Silver Ath- 
lete’s Miraculous Medal 
and Chain 


$1 

No. 5704 Miraculous Medal 

and Chain, for women 1.00 
No. 6366 Baby Pendant, with 

pink or blue cord | 
No. 6671 Blue stone Miracu- 

lous Medal and Chain, 

pendant style 50 
We have a large selection of other 
medals. Write for complete list. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MEN IN 
THE SERVICE 


Catholic’s Pocket Manual, 
small-size Prayer Book, real 
leather binding 

Black Rosary with Everbrite 
Cross 


1.00 


ro: 1.00 
Sterling Silver Miraculous 
Medal, for Soldiers, Sail- 
ors, Aviators pee 
Sterling Silver Cruciform 
Medal, with Chain 
Send Order with remittance to: 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE 
ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
Dept. R. A. 












New Year Resolutions 


By Sister M. Iunocentia, 


HE New Year Bells were still 
. pealing joyously — ringing 

out the old, ringing in the 
new. But the harsh, snarling laugh- 
ter of Satan and his cohorts smote 
discordantly across the melodious 
chiming. For Lucifer and his crew 
were marking the advent of the 
New Year. And what had provoked 
their unholy glee was Lucifer’s 
mocking statement of their New 
Year’s Resolution. The ribald de- 
claration — too blasphemous for 
repetition—was greeted with yelps 
of derisive laughter . . . and the 
band scattered to spread anew their 
snares for the ruin of souls. 


* * * * 


Out on the leper settlement, the 
young priest tossed sleepless on his 
straw cot, vainly striving to obliter- 
ate in slumber the scenes he had 
witnessed that day. Yes, he had 
known when he came to the leper 
isles that such revolting sights 
would be his daily lot. He had not 
let his enthusiasm blind him. He 
had come with open eyes, fully 
alive to the difficulties. But some- 
how, today had been particularly 
hard. And night had brought no 
relief. Scene after scene flashed 
through his mind—of suffering—of 
hideous lacerations—of black de- 
spair. Finally with a sigh of utter 
weariness, he reached for his 
watch—Tom’s Christmas gift to 
him. Good old Tom! Puzzled, he 
peered through the tropical dark- 
ness at the luminous dial. One 
hand was missing! Then he 
laughed! The two hands, precisely 
aligned, pointed to . twelve 
o'clock! Then in a rush he remem- 
bered! Midnight ... the witching 
hour that marks the beginning of a 
New Year. And there welled up 
from his heart a wordless resolve, 
such as only a St. Paul could ade- 
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quately express . . . to spend and to 
be spent, for his dear lepers. And 
with the high resolve, peace once 
more encompassed his soul. He 
lay back on his straw pallet and 
slept. 


* * * * 


Foo Shae sat, rice bowl in hand, 
waiting patiently. Soon, she knew, 
Sister Rose would come to them 
with steaming rice. They would 
eat. And the little gnawing feel- 
ing inside her would stop. True, the 
rice bowls would not be full... 
they had not had full rice bowls 
for many a month now. But at 
least the hunger pain would be 
stilled for a while. Sister had told 
them they must thank the good 
God Who sent them the rice in 
spite of the dreadful war. Some- 
thing else Sister had told them. 
About today—New Year’s Day. 
Not the old, old Chinese New 
Year’s Day, but the Christian New 
Year—when all lovers of the little 
Lord Christ promise Him some- 
thing. New Year’s Resolution, they 
call it. Sister had said that all the 
children should make a resolution, 
too. Foo Shae wished to make a 
resolution. She loved the little 
Lord Christ with all her heart. But 
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so far, she could think of nothing 
she might do that would please 
Him. 

There was a sudden stir among 
the long lines of children. The 
Sisters were bringing the rice. 
Great clouds of vapor arose, and 
the little ones held up their bowls, 
grasped tight in scrawny, claw-like 
fingers. Foo Shae glanced at Nung 
Lio beside her. Nung Lio was so 
pitifully thin—just a bundle of 
bones. And then in a flash, Foo 
Shae knew what her New Year’s 
Resolution must be! It would be 
hard—it would be very hard! She 
was almost afraid to think of it! 
But had not Sister said that what- 
ever we do to others, we really do 
to the little Lord Christ! And Nung 
Lio looked so hungry! Sister was 
coming to them now. The two 
children lifted their bowls for their 
serving of rice, and Sister went on 
to the next row. Foo Shae looked 
down at her bowl, and her almond 
eyes filled with tears. She glanced 
sideways at Nung Lio, who was al- 
ready dexterously plying her chop- 
sticks. Then quick as a flash, be- 
fore her courage should fail her, 
Foo Shae slipped a portion of her 
own rice into Nung Lio’s bowl! 
Nung Lio looked up with a squeal 
of delight, and Foo Shae’s heart 
gave such a bound of joy that the 
tears forgot to fall, and turned into 
a merry rainbow of laughter in- 
stead! And so she made her New 
Year’s Resolution—“I resolve,” she 
whispered, ‘to give the little Lord 
Christ a little of my rice every 
single day!” 

aa * * * 


Little feet pattered down the 
arched aisles, as little Jane hurried 
to the Christmas Crib. Mother had 
told her that now, besides the Little 
Infant, and Mary, His Mother, and 
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St. Joseph, and the angels and 
shepherds, she would find the three 
Kings—the first missionaries to 
fields afar. Breathlessly Jane had 
listened to the wonderful story, and 
her eyes had grown round with 
wonder as mother told her of the 
Wise Men of today, who have for- 
saken home and country to spread 
abroad the good tidings of great 
joy—who see in abandoned pagan 
waifs the image of the sweet Christ 
Child Himself—and who plead with 
others to help them in the 
great work of saving 
souls. 

And so as Jane knelt at 
the Crib, after a quick 
and curious glance at the 
three Magi, she turned to 
the Infant and said, “I 
resolve this New Year to 
put all my pennies—every 
single one—into my mite 


box, to buy a pagan 
baby.” 

+ ab co ag 
The little Christ lay 


with outstretched arms, 
smiling, in the manger. 
And as the bells pealed 
out from the great church 
tower, He spoke. “I resolve,” He 
said, “to keep my hands out- 
stretched and filled with blessings 
for all men of good will—not only 
during this New Year, but during 
all the years of all time—until the 
joy-bells of Heaven shall ring in for 
them an eternity of bliss!” 


* * * * 


With the opening of the New 
Year of 1943 we are hopeful that 
there will be a great increase in 
interest and material help towards 
the work of the Holy Childhood 
Association. In India, China, 
Africa and other missionary lands, 
there is great need not only for 
laborers to bring to God a vast 
harvest of souls, but as great a need 
for the means wherewith such mis- 
sionary endeavor may be supported 
and expanded. The special field of 
Holy Childhood is work among the 
children of pagan lands. During 
the century of its existence, it has 
achieved notable results—upward 
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of 99,000,000 babies owe their bap- 
tism and salvation to its efforts. 
Millions of others have lived and 
founded Catholic families or conse- 
crated their lives to the evangeliza- 
tion of their fellow-countrymen. 
Approximately 500,000 infants re- 
ceive baptism annually through this 
organization and about 800,000 are 
fed, clothed and educated. 

But add to the incredibly high 
infant mortality through natural 
causes, pagan superstitions that 





“God bless our friends,” is the daily prayer of the Catholic 
children of war-suffering China, 


claim perhaps millions of infant 
lives, and you have an idea of how 
much more remains undone through 
lack of sufficient means. There is 
but one remedy. Heed the call of 
the Chief Pastor, let the interest of 
all Catholic children be aroused, let 
them be enrolled in Holy Child- 
hood, to be “so many little mission- 
aries, who by their prayers, their 
alms and their sacrifices, cooperate 
in an efficient way in saving the 
poor pagan waifs.” (Pope Pius XI, 
October 22, 1922.) 

The latest report submitted by 
the Treasurer of our Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost Branch of the 
Holy Childhood shows the follow- 
ing contributions received: 

M. V. H., N. J., $5; Mrs. J. M. H,, 
Ohio, $5; Miss R. F., N. Y., $5; L. C., 
Tenn., $1; I. W., Mich., $15; M. J. F., 
Fla., $5; Sr. H., Cal., $5; E. K., Minn., 
$5; Mrs. O. B. J., Minn., $5; Mrs. H. 
L. P., N. ¥., $5; Mrs. J. K., Ohio, $5; 
R. W., Ky., $5; Mrs. J. H., Ill, $5; 
Anon., Mass., $5; H. P., Mass., $5; 
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A. D., Mass., $5; F. L. C, N. C., $53 
M. C. C., Pa., $10; M. A. MclI., Mass., 
$25; L. A. K., Md., $5; Mr. and Mrs. 
A. E. S., Kans., $10. 
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We append here extracts from 
some of the letters which come to 
us from our friends who are loyal 
cooperators in the work of the Holy 
Childhood : 


Mrs. H. P., Dorchester, Mass.: 
“Enclosed find five dollars for an- 
other Chinese baby. This 
is my third one so far. It 
is in honor of St. Anthony 
that I am doing this, al- 
though what I prayed for 


did not materialize. I am 
still praying.” 
That’s right! Keep on 


asking, even though you 
do not receive just what 
you are asking for. God 
knows what is really best, 
and through St. Anthony’s 
intercession will give you 
all that is good. 

F. C.: ‘Please find en- 
closed five dollars to ran- 
som a pagan baby to be 
named Theresa Loretta 
Mary in honor of my mother and 
aunt. Be sure and ransom one who 
is going to die, so she can pray for 
my intention.” 

May the prayers of little Theresa 
Loretta Mary obtain many blessings 
for you and for your dear mother 
and aunt. God bless you all! 

Mr. and Mrs. H. L., New York, 
N. Y.: “Enclosed money order of 
five dollars is for the ransom of a 
pagan baby to be named Helen Rita 
Rosarie. This is our sixteenth 
baby, and, as usual, in honor of 
our wedding anniversary. Please 
pray for us.” 

How faithful you have been all 
these years to the beautiful custom 
of ransoming a pagan baby on your 
wedding anniversary! Surely God 
has blessed you both and will con- 
tinue to bless you for your good- 
ness to His little ones! May you 
live to celebrate a hundred more 
anniversaries .. . and to ransom a 
hundred more babies! 








The Priest and Werher 


hy Stanley 2. James 


had been “The Model Prayer” 

(which, indeed, would not have 
been inappropriate), it is fairly 
safe to say that ninety-nine readers 
out of a hundred would have sup- 
posed that it referred to the “Our 
Father.” But, though this Prayer 
was given by our Lord Himself, it 
should be remembered that at the 
time He taught it, the Revelation 
which He came to make had been 
fully given. There is, for instance, 
in the “Our Father,” no mention of 
Christ Himself. It lies wholly 
within the framework of the Old 
Order which He came to supersede, 
and some have gone so far as to say 
that it is not, in the complete sense 
of the term, a Christian prayer at 
all. At that stage of His ministry, 
Our Lord could not make known all 
the richness which later came to 
characterize Christian devotion. 
Possessed of the fuller knowledge 
of God which is revealed in Him, 
we are able, indeed, to read into it 
implications which are only sug- 
gested but not stated. But these 
implications would not be apparent 
to those who first heard the words. 


[' the title given to this article 


THE EsseENCE OF RELIGION 


That conclusion leaves us, it 
would seem, with no other choice 
than the Liturgy of the Mass. This, 
surely, is without parallel in all the 
literature of worship. Today hap- 
pily we are coming to a truer ap- 
preciation of its inexhaustible 
wealth. Contemplation of the mys- 
teries it unfolds is like gazing up- 
ward into a night sky glittering 
with the stars of remote systems, 
the distance of which from our own 
planet stuns the imagination. Here, 
in a brief Rite, is the essence of 
the Universal Religion of man- 
kind—a marvel of concentration 
which is unsurpassed. 





Editor’s Note: This interesting 
and informative article which we 
reprint from the Catholic Herald 
of London, is from the pen of Mr. 
Stanley B. James, a convert to the 
Faith and noted writer. It is 
thought provoking and points out 
the way for Catholics to integrate 
their life and religion for their 
greater sanctification. 











It will be noted, however, that in 
the case of both the “Our Father”’ 
and the Liturgy we are dealing with 
the spoken word. Must we confine 
our conception of worship to that? 

The Liturgy has developed and 
changed in the course of the cen- 
turies. There are varied versions 
of it. But these developments and 
variations have a common and im- 
mutable centre in the sacrificial Act 
which the spoken word accompanies 
and makes articulate. The Mass 
is essentially something done. The 
worship rendered is that of a Life 
offered on the altar to God. Words 
play their part, but they are opera- 
tive words the purpose of which is 
to effect that change in the elements 
whereby they become the Flesh and 
Blood of the Divine Victim. It is 
by participating in His Self-offer- 
ing that the Church worships. 

And this “something done” 
carries us back to the original 
Sacrifice on Calvary. It brings us 
face to face with a Deed wrought 
which was the climax of a sacrificial 
Life. The Mass is not literature, 
not drama but history — history 
which is both of the past and con- 
temporary. 

These are familiar truths but they 
have a special value in the present 
connection as transferring attention 
from the thing said to the thing 
done. The identification of worship 


exclusively with verbal utterances 
has led to a distinction between 
worship and work which is not 
legitimate. To speak of ‘Practical 
Christianity” as something distinct 
from and even as something su- 
perior to the service of the Church 
is to show a complete misunder- 
standing of the latter. It would be 
as misleading to say that the recruit 
showed no patriotism when he took 
the oath of allegiance but only 
when, having been sworn in, he 
went on active service as to suggest 
that the Catholic’s worship—sup- 
posing that it is real—is not an 
exemplification of “practical Chris- 
tianity.” 


THE WoRKSHOP OF THE WoRLD 


A civilization is not to be judged 
solely by its architectural, cultural, 
and social facade. It is but a super- 
ficial view which the visitor, inspect- 
ing these things, gains. He should 
see the fields where the plough is 
tearing up the sod, the mines where 
sweating men crouched in un- 
natural positions are cutting out the 
coal, the factories humming with 
machinery fed by huge furnaces 
into which men stripped to the waist 
shovel fuel, the seas where weather- 
beaten mariners assert their mastery 
over waves greedy for their bodies. 
The facade of a civilization is one 
thing; its workshop is another. 

The Church also has its facade. 
Even the hostile critic acknowl- 
edges its impressiveness as a world- 
wide and historic institution. . The 
culture it has inspired, the phil- 
anthropies it has organized, the 
learning it has directed, the person- 
alities it has created constitute— 
rightly understood—the outstanding 
spectacle of history. Still more de- 
serving of appreciation are the 
graces whereby it has strengthened, 
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purified, cheered and comforted 
countless humble folk whose radi- 
ant faces and cheerful homes com- 
bat the gloom and sordidness of the 
surrounding world. Pleasant, indeed, 
is it to contemplate these things. 
But before we can understand them, 
we must enter the Workshop of the 
World—a place of public execu- 
tions, looking like a shambles, in 
the centre of which is a Figure 
stripped as for some hercu- 


the ideal of the medieval Church. 
The close connection between 
Church and guild was a clear recog- 
nition of the fact that the self-offer- 
ing which participation in the 
Sacrifice of the altar implied was to 
be implemented in the home, the 
workshop and the market. If he 
understood and was loyal to the 
meaning of that combination, the 
medieval workman fulfilled his 
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whose profits he 
everywhere. 

The solemnities of Holy Week 
take us behind the scenes of the 
world-show and reveal at what a 
cost of spiritual and physical labor 
the foundations of Christendom 
were laid. The revelation exhibits 
our High Priest as Worker and the 
Divine Worker as Priest. 

Approaching the altar on which 

His Sacrifice is renewed we 


sweated, but 





lean labor and pouring with 
sweat and blood. This is 
Christ the Worker Whose 
ploughshares turn the soil of 
human nature and make it 
fruitful, Who feeds the fur- 
nace whereby the wheels of 
faith, hope and charity are 
kept moving and the looms 
of time weave the patterns 
set by Divine Providence. 
Christ the Priest and Christ 
the Worker are one. It is to 





The Joy of Life 


By Brian O’ Higgins 


Better a word that is kindly spoken, 

Even one little word, than wealth untold; 
Never forget that a heart nigh broken 

Sighs for affection and not for gold; 

Find out the ones who are travel-weary, 
Those who have failed in the earthly strife, 
Reach them a hand when the road is dreary, 
Then you will find there is joy in life. 


realize that the ideal life is 
one of continuous worship 
which finds expression in the 
whole life. The priesthood 
of the laity is not confined 
to liturgical cooperation with 
the celebrant at the altar but 
in the spirit manifested in 
all its affairs. Devotion is 
not a part of life but the 
whole. We speak of a man 
as devoted to his art, his 
science, his party or his na- 








contemplate this straining 
Figure that, all this time, we 
turn aside from all that the world 
has to show of comfort and culture. 
A gruesome sight, it must be con- 
fessed, but workshops differ from 
the drawing-rooms which display 
their products. 


WorsHIP AND WorK 


This identification of priest and 
worker, however, must not lead us 
to indulge in the cheap sentiment, 
fashionable in a generation which 
read Carlyle, that equated work 
with prayer. For there is labor 
which toils for evil ends, and there 
is servile labor and there is the un- 
consecrated labor of those who will 
spend their gain in unholy pleasures. 

It is as a Priest that we speak of 
Christ the Worker because He of- 
fered His toil in the carpenter’s 
shop, on the thoroughfares of His 
native land, and on the Cross to 
God the Father and His fellow- 
men. It was this Offering which 
was the burden of His prayer, the 
substance of His worship. To speak 
of Him as being, at one and the 
same time, Priest and Worker is but 
the literal truth. 

This combination was, at least, 


priesthood in the dedication of his 
labor, in conjunction with that of 
his fellows, to the service of God 
and Man. 


Topay’s Cryinc NEED 


Here lies our cue for the revitaliz- 
ing of worship and the sanctification 
of work. The need for associating 
the one with the other is urgent. 
The choice is not now between 
consecrated and unconsecrated 
labor. The totalitarian States have 
already shown the possibility of an 
industrialism under a rigorous dis- 
cipline. And this consecration of 
work to the community, inculcated 
in labor camps calculated to appeal 
to youth, bids fair to become a 
substitute for that consecration of 
our toil to God which is implied in 
the worship of the Church. Either 
we must bring out this aspect of the 
Mass or see our youth captured and 
indoctrinated by the agencies of the 
new industrialism. Not only in 
countries known as totalitarian is 
the day over when the worker for 
a meagre wage becomes the slave 
of the private employer to augment 


tion. It is in the same sense 
that we should understand 
religious devotion. The “devotional 
life” is the devoted life —the life 
that is dedicated in all its concerns 
to the business of the Kingdom of 
God. 


Lire A PriestLty AcT 


We have entered on a stage in 
the history of Christianity which 
should see every vocation swal- 
lowed up in and made contributory 
to the one vocation, so that even 
those aimless individuals who other- 
wise might drift idly down the 
years find the purpose which sancti- 
fies and unifies all their activities. 
Life at bottom is an act of priestly 
devotion. These are the terms in 
which, fundamentally considered, 
our existence in this world has to be 
defined. The Mass is that corporate 
Act wherein, with our fellow-mem- 
bers in the Mystical Body, we offer 
in thanksgiving all that we are and 
have, even to the point of death, to 
Him Whose creatures we are. And 
at no time in the ecclesiastical 
cycle of worship is this more clearly 
seen than at that Season which 
takes us into the Workshop where 
our salvation was wrought. 








Home, Sweet Home 


_— —By Leslie E. Dunkin 


‘¢- DON’T like the lack of Catholic training for my 
I daughter!” complained a sincere father. It was 
impossible for her to attend the local parochial 
school. “The Church ought to do something special 
for her and others like her.” 


“What are you doing yourself?” 
asked of the insistent man. 


was promptly 
“In your home?” 


“N-N-Nothing!” he stammered, making no effort 
to keep back the mounting color from his cheeks. 
“Wh-wh-what can I do?” 


Because we can not do some things, we think we 
can not do anything in our home. But, as a matter of 
fact there is a great deal that can be done in the home. 


Are we content merely with Mass on Sunday and 
possibly Communion once a month? If at all humanly 
possible, why not try to arrange for somebody from 
the family to attend Mass daily, rotating, if need be, 
those getting up to go? Why not emphasize the value 
of receiving Christ in Holy Communion each time at 
Mass? Why not make the various parish activities 
and current Catholic literature part of a program by 
promoting greater interest among those in the home 
circle? 


We can become Catholic home-specialists. Before 
we can know well the other members of our family 
group, we need to know ourselves fully. A clear knowl- 
edge of ourselves will guide us to avoid being partial 
for or prejudiced against some certain person. If we 
find ourselves seriously provoked, we shall do well to 
postpone any correction of or comment about anybody 
in our home until we have calm control of ourselves. 
A steady frequency with Christ of the Holy Eucharist 
will help us to see ourselves clearly and to gain the 
desired improvements. 


We need to know well the personal preferences and 
tendencies of the various members of our family. We 
shall try to guard against the development of an un- 
favorable habit or weakness. A wise use of good pre- 
ferences and tendencies will help us to make ours a 
happy home and to find effective solutions for prob- 
lems and opportunities. 


We need to know appreciatively the mistakes that 
are made in our home. Do we appreciate the many 


times when such mistakes are not made? Do we ap- 
preciate the efforts that were made to prevent these 
immediate mistakes? Do we appreciate the means we 
have available in our home to correct these mistakes 
and then to guard against their repetition? Do we ap- 


preciate how much permanent good can come out of 
each mistake ? 


Let us make our home attractive outside and inside. 
We can make what we have quite attractive. We can 
keep alert for what makes other homes attractive and 
then adapt the idea to our own. Changing things 
around and replacing or alternating what we use, 
guards against complaints of monotony from the young 
folk who are living vitally in the busy world today. 


Cooperative teamwork is necessary for a balanced, 
happy home. It may be heroic for the parents to 
shoulder all the sacrificing for the home, but such 
parents are robbing their children of the character- 
forming practice of foregoing selfish desires for the 
sake of others. Each member of the family needs to 
have definite and proportionate responsibilities. These 
can be varied from time to time so each child will have 
a well-rounded training for his or her future home. 


Do our children feel free to come to their parents 
to talk frankly about their experiences, problems and 
plans? This comradeship goes far toward guiding 
their inexperienced feet along rough ways with attrac- 
tive by-paths. We parents need to learn the fine art 





of thinking with them on their level of interest but | 


with our added experience and practical wisdom. 
Blessed Mary, our Lord and the Saints should be 
included and used in our chats. 


Family events and our home are made still stronger 
when they are linked closely to our Church and to reli- 
gious times or events. Everybody should plan to be at 
home on Christmas and Easter to make the most of 
the family gathering. Birthdays and the wedding 
anniversary of the parents offer additional opportu- 
nities. “Happy Birthday!” and an encouraging pat on 
the back are much better than nothing, if finances will 
not permit more. A gift that is distinctly personal is 
much better than anything merely costly and elaborate. 


We shall do well to imprint upon the minds of every 


member of the family that our home is truly a haven | 


of peace, security and happiness. 


We can make our home a homey place for others. | 


Let us encourage our children to have their good-times 
at home and to invite their friends occasionally to par- 
take of the hospitality of our home. 


We can do much in our home for the lonely converts 


in our community. Let us do our best to help to provide | 


ways by which they can better take care of themselves 
and their needs. This is friendship that is appreciated. 
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Generosiiy 


the sighing of the autumn 

wind through the bare trees 
did things to her—brought back 
nostalgic pains. It was a day like 
this they carried Pa home. Ma 
was baking bread. Gertie and 
Aggie, the two little sisters, were 
playing with corncob dolls on the 
floor. “What a rank sentimentalist 
I am,” she chided herself. ‘That 
was eons ago. Why resurrect it?” 

She had closed that episode of 
her life—the stony farm, the awk- 
ward, overgrown girl of sixteen 
leaving for the city, on a dreary 
autumn day like this. There had 
been four years of work in a private 
home, and evenings there had been 
study. In those four years she had 
saved enough to take her through 
business college. In the first years 
she had sent Ma ten dollars a month, 
then, as fortune smiled on her, she 
increased it. 

By diligent application to detail 
she advanced, was in a position to 
obtain inside information, and it 
was said she “bought short and sold 
long,” for her own business was 
markedly successful. 

It was a day like this—her last 
day at the farm—that Martin Lynch 
asked her to marry him. “I’ll work 
land on shares, Stacy,” he said. “I 
have a team and acow...” 

She laughed at him. That was 
long ago. After a few years he 
married Aggie, her little sister, and 
they moved to Montana, lived in a 
soddy. When Martin died and 
Aggie came home with her baby 
son, Stacy sent her a monthly al- 
lowance. But not for long. Aggie 
died that year, and Ma died. Stacy 
set up a fund for the boy’s educa- 
tion, stipulated he attend a convent 
school for boys until he was through 
the grades, then transfer to a 
Brothers’ school. She had never 
seen him, never written to him, 


Site: HAYDEN told herself 

















. .. She remembered Ma had said when death was near, one’s life, in one 
sharp picture came to them... 


didn’t let him know she was his 


fairy godmother. 

Gertie entered a community and 
nursed in far countries. She was 
dead. ... They were all dead.... 
Even though she had discouraged 
their visiting her in the city, she 
had been generous with them. She 
recalled having sent Gertie—Sister 
Mary Vincent—the price of a roof 
for her convent home... . 

Ma was a great one to preach 
generosity. “Be generous with God 
and man,” she would say. “The 
Lord will not be outdone in gener- 
osity.” And, that last day, just be- 


fore the train came, she said: “Say 
your prayers, Stacy, keep your soul 
white, and be generous.” 

She hadn’t said her prayers, and 
her soul wasn’t white. It was yel- 
low—the color of the gold she 
loved. 

“T’ll not think about it,” she said 
aloud, and her eyes caught the form 
of the Coast Guard coming through 
the sand. He—or another guard— 
came every thirty minutes. This 
one was singing. She caught the 
lilting words: “... with anybody 
else but me. . . with anybody else 
but me.” 








30 


It would be a love song, she 
mused. Love was a word that 
traveled far. If she had loved 
Martin Lynch, married him, settled 
down to... 

“Good afternoon, madam.” 

She turned from the window to 
look at the man holding a gun. She 
thought: Thank God the convoy 
went out at dawn. I saw it with 
my binoculars. 

* “Good afternoon,” she said. “Will 
you be seated?” 

“No. Nor will you. I’ve trussed 
the three servants, so you are quite 
helpless. You, an idle old woman, 
living with paintings, statuary and 
books must have time to watch the 
shipping that goes through the 
straights. When did the last con- 
voy leave?” 

“T wouldn’t be able to state.” 

He reached into his pocket with 
his free hand, brought out a pair of 
pliers, “These are used for break- 
ing fingers, toes and noses on 
women who will not talk.” 

“What shall I say?” 

“Tell me the hour the convoy 
went out to sea.” 

“T couldn't.” 


“You mean,” he said, “you 
wouldn’t.” 
She did not answer. For a few 


seconds they stood in the big room 
with the paintings, marble statues, 
rare vases, fresh flowers and thick 
rugs. Her life flashed over her, 
and she remembered Ma had\,said 
when death was near, one’s life, in 
one sharp picture, came to them. 


She didn’t want to die. She wanted 
to live, to... 
She stepped back from the 


window, stood near a chair with a 
high back. He said: “Be careful. 
Stand still . . . What is that?” 

“A bell. I stepped on the alarm 
when I saw the coast guard coming. 
He will be back in a few minutes 
with more men... ” 

“Take that!” he hissed and 
struck her with the gun. She felt 
pain so sharp it nauseated, again 
felt the stinging blow on her head, 
and all went black. 


* BS * * 
She awoke in the hospital and lay 
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Our Lady of t 


For more than thirty years 
has been offered by our Sisters 
moor pleading the intercession 
Lady of the Atonement. From 
period hundreds upon hundreds 


be convinced of the efficacy of 
when invoked as Our Lady of 
begins on the first Saturday of 


Mrs. V. T. G., New York: I a 
for a special request and it seems 
should answer. 
many advantages that were denied 
giving. 


Mrs. W. B. G., Boston, Mass.: 


Atonement he was interviewed for 
of his acceptance. Please accept 


and letter of courage. 


your prayers I was operated on. 


to our good God and His Blessed 

Miss J. P., Brooklyn, N. Y.: 
Mother! 
brother be completely cured. 


I promised Our Lady an 


bless you for your prayers! 


Mrs. J. S., Cambridge, Mass.: 





MONTHLY NOVENA 


at the Shrine of 


of gratitude to the Sisters for the favors they have received 
through Our Lady’s intercession. 


Sisters of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, New York. 


I am happily married, able 


for a long time and on the last day of our Novena to Our Lady of the 
We shall tell all our friends of the Novena 
Mr. M. H., San Francisco, Cal.: 


for your prompt and cheerful reply and your prayers. 
in my home with my family and feeling good. 


Mary has granted this favor 


ing Our Dear Lady of the Atonement for a favor that was granted me? 
Enclosed is the offering I promised if my property was sold. 
sponsibility that was lifted from my shoulders was quite a relief 


he Atonement 


now a monthly Novena of prayer 
in the Convent Chapel at Gray- 
of the Queen of Heaven—Our 
month to month during that long 
in the aggregate have sent letters 


Read those printed below and 
the Blessed Virgin’s intercession 
the Atonement. A new Novena 
every month. Address petitions : 


sked your prayers a few months ago 
like a miracle that Our Dear Lady 
to attend church and have 
me. I enclose an offering in thanks- 
My husband had been unemployed 


a position and today he was notified 
our sincere thanks for your prayers 


A few days after I had begged 
From my heart I want to thank you 
Now I am back 
I'll always owe a debt 
Mother for my quick recovery 
What 
offering for a certain favor, that my 
May God 


would we do without our 


Won't you join with me in thank 


The re- 








patching the pattern together. What 
had happened to the servants? Had 
the coast guard come back when he 
heard the bell go clanging over his 
head? She never knew what that 
bell was for—maybe to call the 
family to dinner when they stayed 
on the lake too long. There’d been 
an old dinner bell at the farm up 


The nurse came in, said: “You'll 
get front page billing for what you 
did, Miss Hayden. The coast 
guard got them all. Are you com- 
fortable ?” 


“Quite, thank you. Will you send 
the chaplain?” 


“T will,” said the nurse who was 
smiling, talkative, “and you'll say 
he’s a saint entirely’—(She must 
have had an Irish grandmother for 
she confers sainthood so easily.)— 
. . and everybody says so.” 


“Ts that so?” 
“Yes, Father Lynch...” 





“Father Lynch ?"—It couldn't be! 


“Father Martin Hayden Lynch— 
I'll send him right away.” 
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Bock Notes 


Books Reviewed on this page or otherwise listed may be ordered from The Graymoor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. 


THE MISSION APOSTOLATE. New 
York: Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith. $1.50. 

Interest in the far-flung missionary 
program of the Church of God burns 


high in the hearts of loyal Catho- 
lics For those who want more 
information than broad general out- 


lines can impart, the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith now issues a 
collection of the various 
missionary enterprises that are playing 
their part on the world front of God's 
battle No less than thirty such 
organizations are presented by authori- 
field, and each article 
clarity. We are especially 
that an article on 
“Christian Unity and the Missions” is 
contained in this new publication. The 
low price of this containing 
more than two hundred pages of valu- 
able information and substantially and 
attractively bound, makes it one that 


reports on 


line. 
ties in each 
excels in 


happy to know 


volume, 


should find its way into every Catho- 
lic home. We do not see how priests, 
sisters and lay people active in mission 
support could be without it. R. G. 
THE WORLD'S GREAT CATHOLIC 
LITERATURE. 
N. Shuster. New 
millan Company. 


Edited by George 
York: The Mac- 
$3.00. 

William Lyons Phelps, noted Ameri- 
can critic and himself not a Catholic, 
reminds us in his preface to this book 
that only a few years ago self-styled 
sages were hailing the doom of Chris- 
tianity. The new enlightenment would 
soon dispel the last remnants of an 
outworn system. These critics are now 
dead or forgotten, but Christianity, and 
more especially the Catholic Church, 
live on in new vigor. If we supposed 
the impossible, granting for the sake 
of argument that these blinded 
prophets might eventually be right, we 
would that Christianity, 
even if dead, would never be forgotten. 
In the two thousand years that have 
passed since Christ was born, Chris- 
tians have made the literature of the 
West their all but exclusive province 
Were Christian literature to be re- 
jected completely in the future, the 
culture of these two thousand years 


have to say 








would appear as a vast void to the 
students of civilization yet to be born. 
George N. Shuster gives us a glimpse 
into the more brilliant pages of Catho- 
lic writing in this collection of selec- 
tions from great Christian prose litera- 
ture. He does his work well, aiming 
at stirring up interest in other works 
of the authors he quotes. While the 
present reviewer might have suggested 
more representative selections in the 
case of one of two authors, he has no 
doubt that Dr. Shuster has success- 
fully accomplished an undertaking of 
momentous proportions in the literary 


field. Dp. 2. 
MY SILENT PARTNER. By Rev. 
H. J. Heagney. St. Nazianz, Wis.: 
The Salvatorian Fathers. $1.50. 
This is a collection of stories for 
boys and girls by a priest already 
noted for his ability in winning the 
attention of Catholic young people. 


The happy medium of blending Catho- 
lic teaching good story-telling 
without doing injustice to either is at- 
tained in the first narrative and con- 
tinues throughout. D. D. 


with 


THE IMPORTANT PIG. By Julie 
Bedier. New York: Longmans, 
Green and Co. $1.00. 


This Miss Bedier's 
series should captivate the heart of any 


new volume in 














WANTED— 
To help educate Friar Missionaries, 


DONATIONS OF 


STAMPS 


War Savings, auto, new issues, can- 
celled or unused, of Postage U. S. 
and Foreign, also those old ones 
out of the trunk in the attic (left 
on envelopes). 

Wrap well and send by Parcel 
Post to: 

REV. FR. MATTHIAS, S.A. 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 




















Catholic young person. In simple style 


it relates one of the many incidents 
that make joyous the heart of a mis- 
In the back- 


can see something of the 


sionary Sister in China. 
ground one 


sgoodness and zeal with which the Sis- 


ters labor for the conversion of souls. 
God's providence is well exemplified in 
its pages—we are shown how He makes 
use of even the meanest of His crea- 
The 
skill with which the author portrays 
Chinese life and customs should go a 
long way in making American boys and 
girls more fully acquainted with their 
Oriental brethren. U. G. 


tures for the welfare of souls. 


MOMENTS WITH GOD. 
F. Garesche, S.J. Milwaukee: Bruce 
Publishing Co. $2.50 to $5.00, ac- 
cording to binding. 

To review a 


By Edward 


prayerbook requires 
more than ordinary care and attention. 
There are many splendid ones already 
published, some of which have survived 
the test of 


generations. Tastes in 


prayerbooks differ, too—what may 
please a certain group may leave 
another entirely untouched. The im- 


mense popularity of liturgical prayer- 
books in our own day is undoubtedly 
a healthy sign, but even they fail to 
Devout 
for something 


satisfy all. souls who wish to 
particular often 


find their own expressions inadequate 


pray 


and seek to find approved prayers that 
will take care of their particular needs, 
contained in 
3reviaries. In “Moments 
with God” the inclusion of over a hun- 
dred prayers written especially for such 
needs by Father Garesche is, or seems 
The 


discouraged, the weak-willed, the sor- 


many of which are not 


Missals or 


to be, its most attractive feature. 


rowful, the penitent—each one of these 
will find in the prayerbook special de- 
In addition, 
we note that all quotations from the 
New Testament particularly the Epis- 
tles and Gospels, are taken from the 
Confraternity edition. 
Indulgenced prayers are selected from 
the latest edition of “Preces et Opera 
Indulgentiis Ditata,” which leaves no 
margin for error. All bindings are 


D. D. 


votions for his own use. 


newly-revised 


sturdy and attractive. 








Church Unity Octave 
Literature 


- Leaflets containing the Prayer 
and Intention for each day of 
the Octave, per hundred 25c 
. The Church Unity Octave Book- 

2 C i pl ion of the 
Octave development. Each, 5c 
-Church Unity Octave Prayer- 
book. A handy compendium of 
prayers and hymns suitable for 
use by Priests and laity in the 
daily devotions during the Oc- 
tave. Each, 10c; hundred, $7.50 
.Church Unity Addresses. Short 
radio talks, useful for instruction 
in class or as a basis for sermons. 
Each 10c 
- Posters will be supplied for use 
on Church and School Bulletin 
Boards, inviting observance of 
the Octave by the people of the 
parish. 





Address: 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE 
ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 











Subscriptions 


Wanted 


We are anxious to build up the 
circulation of THE LAMP. Ie 
can be done easily if each present 
subscriber will cooperate by asking 
one or more friends to subscribe. 

The subscription is but $1.00 a 
year and brings in return: 
—Twelve issues of an interesting 

Catholic Monthly Magazine de- 

voted to Church Unity and 

Missions. 

—A remembrance in over Three 
Thousand Holy Masses offered 
yearly by poor Missionary 
Priests for all Subscribers and 
Benefactors of the Missions. 

—The spiritual graces flowing 
from the charitable act of help- 
ing to support and educate poor, 
but deserving young men, study- 
ing for the priesthood so they 
may one day go forth to preach 
the Gospel of Salvation as Fran- 
ciscan Priests of the Atonement. 
Send subscription by Money 

Order, Registered letter or check 

to: 

THE LAMP 
Peekskill, New York 
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Nerrology 


We commend to the prayers. of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 
deceased Subscribers and their near 
Relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


Mother M. Angela, O.S.U., Sister M. 
Gabriella Mullarkee, Sister Mary of 
St. Stephen, (Mary Mullen), Sister M. 
Evaresta Williams. 

Mrs. H. A. Belton, Wm. Daily, Dr. 
William J. Dougherty, Florence C. 
Bennett, Anna P. Paddock, Mrs. Nellie 
Gilmartin, Dennis Crosser, William 
Crosser, John Hoban, Joseph Hoban, 
Isabella Van Loon, Catherine Plume, 
Daniel Burns, Rosalie Renaud, Eliza- 
beth O'Neill, Catherine Burchard, Anna 
Barden, Kate Reynolds, Eva _ Fitz- 
patrick, Ellen Sheehan, Thomas Shee- 
han, Philipina Rasback, Charles Ras- 
bach, Grace McDermott, John O’Hara, 
Agnes Maka, Margaret Neckel, Mrs. 
W. Lorenz, Michael O'Rourke, Mar- 
garet Shaw, Matthew Reynolds, Eunice 
A. Walsh, Wm. B. Ryan, Elizabeth 
Tober, Mrs. James Beshong, Eugene J. 
Hayes Stephen Best, Mrs. Nellie 
Best, Wm. McGonagle, Mrs. Mary A. 
Clements, Charles Stanion, John J. 
Hurley, Mrs. Mary Boulanger, Mrs. 
A. Lapinski, Amelia Resch, Edward 


Gillen. 








CATHOLIC WILLS 


The instinct is strong to “keep 
what we have.” Yet when death 
calls us we must go to the grave 
“clutching in our dead hands only 
that which we have given away.” 
If you feel you cannot share your 
earthly possessions now with God, 
perhaps you will be mindful of 
Him and His Missions when draw- 
ing up your last will. You can be 
sure that what you leave to carry 
on Catholic Mission work will 
merit a blessing on your soul, and 
cause your name to be held in 
benediction long after you are 


dead. 


Here’s how you can do it; insert 
this clause in your will: 


"I. bequeath to the Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost, Inc., of Gray- 
moor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum 


of ” 














The Seminarians of the 
Society of the Atonement 
begin a Novena each Wed- 
nesday in honor of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Send your Petitions to 
REVEREND RECTOR, S.A. 
Seminary of the Holy Ghost 

Brookland, D. C. 














